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David (and Ezra) on the Cross 
 
Hey ladies, welcome to the Dig-a-Bit podcast. This is number three, I think of our month eight 
that we're studying the God of more. And our passage is “To him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than we ask or imagine to him be the glory.” from Ephesians 3:20. And this 
month we are studying more of the Savior, and we're really studying more of the Savior in both 
Old and New Testaments. 
 
As you know, the whole Bible is the redemption story of Jesus Christ. And so we are studying 
from mostly from Jeremiah and Isaiah and David this month, and some of the things that 
foreshadowed the Savior for us and some of the amazing “more” that we find at the cross,  
actually. So this month, as we're talking about that, I'm really happy today that I have another 
one of my favorite podcast, because I have a guest with me today, and it's kind of like last 
month, I had some kids with me and I just needed to move on with the podcast. 
 
We are getting toward the end of the month, and this month I have Ezra with me, and he's been 
with me for several days now. And I have Ezra joining me. Ezra, tell them hello.  
 
Hello. 
 
How old are you, Ezra? 
 
11.  
 
You are 11 years old. When will you be 12?  
 
September 18th.  
 
And what grade are you in?  
 
Fifth.  
 
Fifth grade. Where do you live? 
 
Ezra Gurley, Alabama.  
 
Okay. He lives in Gurley. And that's a suburb of Huntsville, Alabama. He lives very near to me. 
How how near do you live to me.  
 
About six houses down.  



 
Well I am glad that tonight you are in my house, you're going to be spending the night in my 
house and we're going to get this dig a bit done. And Ezra was so happy to do this, and I'm 
thankful that he was happy to do this. Actually earlier in the day, Ezra, just called me in the room 
where he was. He had a question for me, and it was just kind of random. And what was that 
question?  
 
What is your favorite Bible character? 
 
And what did we say about that? 
 
Well, you said Jesus and, well, duh. But you also. But then you said, other than that, I'd say 
probably Shadrach, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego because of, their boldness.  
 
Yeah. And I kind of think Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had some of the Savior in their 
story too, because remember, there was that extra man in there, and it was as the son of God. 
So I kind of have a real strong opinion that we have some Jesus in the story of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, or at least some some pretty incarnate Savior in Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. But then I said, what's your favorite Bible character? And you tell me who that 
was.  
 
David 
 
Why is your favorite Bible character David?  
 
I just really like his story. 
 
I like how when he was next to Saul, he, could have killed Saul and ended that whole chase. 
But he showed Saul that he did not want to kill him by cutting his robe. And I really like that. And 
I also like the the Goliath part. And how he had boldness to do it other than anybody else. 
 
Even when those Army people were out there and they were supposed to be taking care of the 
job, they were really shaking in their boots. And his brothers were even making fun of him, 
weren't they?  
 
They were. 
 
They were saying, you know, who are you? You're just a kid. And it ended up that David —and 
we watched a little YouTube thing this week, remember, where they had a guy and he was up 
against a tree. There was a tree that was —tell them about it.  
 
So it was just he was showing about how it happened. There was a tree that was really tall.  
 
The same height as Goliath  



 
Maybe. And he had a slingshot and he hit the tree right at the right, at the top, at the head. And 
it it knocked it— it completely damaged the tree. 
 
Yeah. So that was just an interesting —a video that they had made of — of an antique. Well 
David's style slingshot and how it could do lots of damage even to a tree. And how he could 
have killed Goliath with that one stone. So that was really interesting that we watched this week, 
but I told Ezra that it actually is coincidental that he would say David, because David was one of 
the characters in Digging Deep. And then it just came to me, you know, I really need to get 
some podcasts done. And Ezra's been with me for a few days now and so haven't gotten a lot of 
digging deep done this week. We've done a lot of what have we done?  
 
A lot of school, a lot of fun, a lot of fishing.  
 
Yeah, we've done a lot of stuff. 
 
And so we've kind of been taking a little sabbatical. And so I kind of thought, oh wow, this would 
be good. If his favorite character’s David, we can talk about some of David's foreshadowing of 
the Savior. And so if you are following along in the book, we are on page 87 right now. We're 
going to take a quick look with Ezra at Psalm chapter 22. 
 
Psalm 22 is this profound prayer of David that is fulfilled in the more of Jesus. And, you know, 
say in the book, if you haven't already studied this, we we research in what century the psalm 
was written. And I just told you that about how many years before Jesus was Psalm 22 written. 
Ezra. Remember what I said about a thousand years before Jesus? 
 
And so skeptics today tell us that —atheists tell us, “Well, you know. Maybe David didn't live a 
thousand years before Jesus. Maybe somebody else wrote this. Maybe they wrote it later.” 
Atheist tell us all those things. But David did live a thousand years before Jesus, and now 
they've found stones that describe the kingdom of David that are dated that far back. 
 
And obviously David did write Psalm 22 a thousand years before Jesus lived. And there are so 
many prophetic utterances in Psalm 22 that deal with the crucifixion of Jesus. We're treading on 
holy ground, really, when we think about Psalm 22 and what David wrote there.  
 
So if you're in Psalm 22, Ezra, tell us, what is the first question of the prayer in Psalm 22? 
 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
 
Does that sound familiar to you, Ezra? 
 
Yes it does. Let's turn over to Mark 15 and let's find it there. Mark 15 and go ahead and read all 
of verse 34 from your Bible there.  
 



Yes, ma'am. And at the ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, Lema 
Sabachthani”. Which is— which is translated, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
 
Right. So there he's saying the exact same thing that David prophesied. Now, some prophecies 
in the Old Testament, Ezra, are double prophecies, their double meanings. And sometimes 
David in his life, when Saul was chasing him especially, he thought, oh my God, my God, why 
are you forsaking me? 
 
Sometimes David thought that about himself, but is there any way that he wasn't also talking 
about Calvary when he does the exact quote that Jesus said here?  
 
Yeah, I think so. 
 
He was talking about Calvary, wasn't he?  
 
Mmhmm.  
 
And so the one who asked the question, though, from the cross, is the only one who really ever 
has the right to say, why God? 
 
Why do we have to right when things are happening that we don't like on the earth? Do we have 
the right to really question God and say, oh, God's doing wrong here?  
 
No. 
 
The only one who could legitimately ask of the Almighty “Why?” is asking it rhetorically. He 
already knows the why. Why was Jesus dying on the cross?  
 
So he could save us. 
 
And so he really knew why, didn't he? But he knew why the chasm between him and the father 
had to happen at that moment. It was purposeful. And of course, it was created at Calvary 
because of our sins. Jesus knew this. Now let's read verse six of Psalm 22. If you can get back 
to Psalm 22, we're going to read a description in Psalm 22, in verse six about how David 
described himself. 
 
So read verse six for us.  
 
But I am a worm, and no man, a reproach of men, and despised by the people.  
 
Okay— David describes himself as being despised by the people. So was war. All the points in 
David's life, points where the people hated him or did that fluctuate in his life?  
 
I think that fluctuated. 



 
Sometimes the people loved him. Can you think of a time when the people loved him and the 
women were singing song? His killed his thousands but… 
 
David is killed his 10,000s.  
 
Yeah. I think that's when one of the times is when he killed Goliath.  
 
Right. And so he was very popular. But then there were times when he was running from the 
king and he found himself pretty much all alone. 
 
In fact, when he went down to Gath and dwelt among the Philistines for a while, he was all 
alone. That was a very dark period of his life. And he said, why am I despised of the people? 
There were times when he said that in his life, but he was really talking about the Savior here 
when he said, why am I despised among the people? 
 
If you can turn to Isaiah chapter 49, and we're going to find that same characterization of how 
the Jews viewed Jesus. So Isaiah chapter 49:7. 
 
Thus says the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One, to him, whom man despises, to him 
whom the nation abhors, to the servant of rulers, kings shall see and arise. Princes shall also 
worship because of the Lord who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel. And he has chosen you.  
 
Tell me, who is the Holy One of Israel? Do you know who the Holy One of Israel was in the New 
Testament?  
 
Jesus 
 
Yeah, Jesus was the holy one of Israel. And it says in that verse, he was the one whom men 
despised. 
 
Can you think of some times in Jesus life and going up to his death, when Jesus was despised?  
 
Well, I think like when nobody was believing him and he just —they thought he was like crazy. 
And… 
 
Yeah, there were lots of times like that, the people in his hometown of Nazareth tried to throw 
him off a cliff. It started early in his life when who wanted to kill him? Do you remember that? 
 
The Pharisees.  
 
Well, the Pharisees wanted to kill him later in his life. But remember when King Herod wanted to 
kill him when he was a baby?  
 



Oh, yeah. That.  Yeah, I remember that. 
 
He had to flee into the land of Egypt with his family, remember? 
 
Yeah. 
 
And so he began being despised early on. And then that followed him. Well, he became popular 
for a while there, when he was healing all the people in the Galilee region. Multitudes came to 
hear him, didn't they? But the Pharisees didn't want him to be popular, and they were jealous of 
his popularity, and they were afraid he was going to take away their rulership. 
 
And they were afraid that he was going to set the Romans against them. And so the Pharisees 
wanted to kill him. And remember when he, do you remember how he raised from the dead, at 
Bethany toward the end of his life? 
 
Lazarus.  
 
Yeah, And who was Lazarus kin to? 
 
Mary. And… 
 
Remember Mary and her sister. What was her name?  
 
I forgot her name.  
 
Mary and Martha.  
 
Mary and Martha. Yes! 
 
Martha of Bethany. And Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. And when he raised Lazarus from 
the dead, at that point, the Pharisees said, if anybody knows where he is, come and tell us, 
because we're plotting to kill him. 
 
And they wanted to kill him from that time on, so was Jesus, like David said, was Jesus 
despised among the people?  
 
Yes, he was.  
 
Go ahead and read verses seven and eight for me of Psalm 22. 
 
Yes Ma’am 
 
Keep taking you back and forth, don’t I?  
 



Verse seven and eight?   
 
Yeah.  
 
All right. All those who see me ridicule me. They shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying 
he trusted in the Lord. Let him rescue me. Let him deliver me since he delights in him.  
 
Now. Ezra, When were they shooting out the lip at Jesus and mocking him and saying, If God 
can deliver you, let him deliver you right now? When did they say that?  
 
When they were about to crucify him.  
 
They really said it when he's on the cross didn’t they? If God can deliver you, just let him deliver 
you right now. And let's read about that in Matthew chapter 27. Turn to Matthew 27, and let's 
find that direct quote at the crucifixion when that was said by those mocking Jews to our Lord 
when he was on the cross. 
 
Matthew 27. I think that's verse 43. Check and see. Verse 43.  
 
Okay. He trusted in God. Let him deliver him now if he will have him. For he said, I am the Son 
of God. 
 
Okay, go ahead and let's read the verse before and see who said that. Who was mocking him? 
 
He saved others himself he cannot save. If he is the King of Israel. Let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him.  
 
You're looking at me with a big smile on your face, because I'm not looking at my Bible, and I 
keep making you back up. So what is the verse before that one say? Likewise the chief, the 
chief priests, also mocking with the scribes and elders, said,  
 
That's when they said the quote from Psalm chapter 22, didn't they? You can tell that Ezra and I 
are just kind of off the cuff here. We haven't really prepared for this. So but he's doing a great 
job when we read Psalm 22, we read that they mocked him and they said, let him deliver you 
now. And that was an exact quote from Matthew chapter 27, what Jesus was told, how he was 
mocked when he was on the cross. 
 
Let's do just one more. Let's read Psalm 22, verse 16 and see what we find there about a 
piercing. I'm not sure what your version will say, Ezra, but read Psalm 22, verse 16,  
 
Okay, for dogs have surrounded me. The congregation of the wicked has enclosed me. They 
pierced my hands and feet.  
 



They pierced my hands and feet. Now, I don't think we even need to go to the New Testament to 
find that because it's in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. What is that a reference to? 
 
Them crucifying him.  
 
The nails… 
 
The nails going through his hands and feet.  
 
Right. And David is saying that a thousand years before it happened. He's prophesying of that a 
thousand years before it happened. 
 
David is very prominent in the New Testament. He's very prominent in the New Testament. Do 
you have a comment here?  
 
No. But is David a prophet?  
 
Yes, David was a prophet.  
 
I've never thought about that.  
 
And David was a king. David was a prophet and a king. Now we don't think about David as 
being a prophet, because when we think about the prophets, we think about the books of the 
Bible that have names on them, like Jeremiah and Isaiah… who would you name as a prophet? 
 
Ezra. Samuel. 
 
You can say you can say those prophets when you say the books Isaiah, Jeremiah, and then 
Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea. You say them in the, in the, in the names of the books, don't you? And 
Lamentations is just the cries of Jeremiah the prophet. So we see those prophets names there, 
but we don't think about David as a prophet. 
 
But David was a prophet and he was a king. Now we have some prophets who were priests. 
Can you think of a prophet who was a priest also? You named him a while ago.  
 
Samuel. 
 
Samuel was a prophet who was a priest. And let's see, Ezra. Ezra was a scribe and a prophet. 
But I think that, Jesus, if I'm not mistaken, I think Jesus is prophet…I know he is prophet, priest 
and king, but I can't think of another who was all three of those prophet, priest and king. But 
Jesus Christ is all…yeah, and the Savior…. But Jesus Christ is all three of those.  
 
And so David was a prophet. And let's read from the central redemption passage. If I were going 
to pick a central redemption passage in the New Testament, the passage that all of the Old 



Testament points to, and then the passage that all of the new Testament refers back to, I would 
choose Acts 2. 
 
So let's turn to Acts 2. And I know what you know, what I experience, what is Acts 2? 
 
Birth of the church 
 
Acts 2 is the birth of the church. And I'm glad that, he knows these things off the cuff because I 
did not prep him for this. But Acts 2 is the birth of the church. And so when we get to Acts 2, 
Peter is preaching the very first gospel sermon. 
 
He's preaching it from just outside the temple there in Jerusalem. And he's preaching to these 
people who crucified Jesus. And who mostly did crucify Jesus? 
 
Judas. 
 
Judas betrayed him, but he's not preaching to Judas, why? What happened to Judas? 
 
He killed himself.  
 
That’s right. Judas killed himself, so he's not preaching to Judas, but he's preaching to the 
Pharisees and the Jews who had killed Jesus. We know that he was preaching to the Jews who 
had killed Jesus because he actually said in, verse 36 that he's talking to the people that killed 
Jesus. So read acts 2:36 and show that he's talking to the people here who killed Jesus. 
 
Acts 2:36.  
 
Okay. 
 
This is Peter talking.  
 
Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus who you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ.  
 
Okay. That's good.  
 
So he's talking to who? The people who crucified Jesus. That's who he's talking to. And he 
knows! He knows that those Jews had a great reverence for David, and he's going to prove 
–he's going to tell us here that David is a prophet. 
 
So let's, and he talks about David all the way through there. I'll read a part of it, and then I'll let 
you read a part of it. Look at verse 25, for David spoke concerning Jesus I foresaw the Lord 
always before my face. He's on my right hand, that I should not be moved. 
 



Therefore did my heart rejoice, my tongue was glad, and my flesh shall rest in hope. Because 
you will not leave my soul in Hades, neither will you suffer your Holy One. There's Jesus to see 
corruption. You're not going to leave him in the grave. You're not going to leave him in the realm 
of the dead. You're going to raise him up. 
 
And and he's saying that, David, you Jews, you Pharisees, that David that you revered, he 
prophesied about the resurrection. And now you know that the resurrection of Christ has 
happened. Then he goes on and talks about David some more in that first sermon beginning in 
verse 29. Go ahead and read that for us. 
 
Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you, all of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and 
buried and his tomb is with us to this day. 
 
Wait a second. What he's saying there is David wasn't talking about himself when he said, you 
won't leave my soul in the realm of the dead. That wasn't what David wasn't really talking about 
himself, because his tomb is out there and he's still in it, and you know where it is. But now he 
identifies David as a prophet. Read slowly, verse 30.  
 
Therefore, being a prophet and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit 
of his body according to the flesh, he would raise up the Christ, to sit on his throne.  
 
Go ahead and read 31.  
 
He, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that his soul was not left 
Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
 
What that's telling us is that David was a prophet, and that when David talked about his soul, not 
being left in Hades, he was talking about the Holy One, Jesus Christ. He was prophesying a 
thousand years before about Jesus Christ. So it wasn't just in Psalm 22. It was all over David's 
writings that David was prophesying about the “more” of the Savior. 
 
And then he goes on and nails it down and says in verse 32… 
 
This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses, 
 
And so he says, therefore, since Jesus (verse 33) is by the right hand of God, he is exalted. And 
having received of the father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has shed forth this which you 
now see and hear. 
 
And he says, For David is not ascended into heavens, but he said himself. The Lord said to my 
Lord, sit on my right hand, till I make thy foes thy footstool. And then that's when he said, what 
Ezra read a while ago. So just let all of you know that God has made this same Jesus whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Christ. David prophesied about him. David wasn't talking about 
himself because David is still over there in the tomb, but God raised up Jesus.  



 
And do you think these Jews who lived in Jerusalem and saw the temple veil rent torn in two, 
When Jesus died —they saw the dead people coming out of the graves in Jerusalem. They saw 
Jesus. 500 of them saw Jesus after he was raised from the dead—Do you think they really 
knew that Peter was telling the truth? Why didn't they stand up and say, oh, it's not true, it's not 
true? Why didn't I stand up and say it's not true?  
 
Because they knew it was true.  
 
It had been proven. They knew it was true and they had nothing to say. And so those of them 
who were really honest, the honest people said what? In verse 37… 
 
Okay. They said —Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what shall we do?  
 
They wanted to know what to do, because they knew that the blood of Jesus was on them. 
 
They knew they had killed him, and of course, Peter said, what did Peter tell them today? Verse 
38, you know that verse. You can probably quote it, but read verse 38.  
 
Then Peter said to them, repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Right there is the answer to the question of the ages. Right there is the more that you can have 
that is the answer to what to do to be saved. You know, Ezra, I always say this, but if there's 
anybody who's listening who hasn't repented of sins and been baptized, we really want them to 
contact, don't we?  
 
Yes we do. 
 
We want them to talk to us and we want to help anybody that we can help to go to heaven. So 
from your conversation with me today, and you don't have to answer yes to this, but do you love 
David even more? 
 
He's nodding. You can't hear him nodding, but he's nodding his head. But tell. Can you tell me 
something about why? Why do you love him? After we talk about Psalm 22? 
 
I just —really it's just because I love him because he was a prophet. I mean, I never knew that. I 
never thought about him being a prophet.  
 
And I guess then that you never really thought about these statements from Psalm 22 as being 
about Jesus. Psalm 23 is, what was your…You told me this a while ago. What's your favorite 
psalm?   
 



Psalm 23 
 
Thats the favorite writing of David that, that for Ezra is the favorite writing that David did. Ezra 
used that this year in Lads to Leaders as his Bible reading, and he loves he loves that Psalm. 
 
I think you— didn't you read that at your grandmother's funeral? No, ma'am, I did not. What did 
you read at grandma's? At your grandmother's funeral? You forgot. I thought it was Psalm 23. 
Okay, but anyway, it might have been the virtuous woman. I think it was Proverbs 30.  
 
I think that is what it was. I think it was the virtuous woman. 
 
But anyway, those are two of his favorite passages. But as we think about this psalm and Psalm 
22 is right before Psalm 23, in fact, when I told Ezra we might be reading some from Psalm 23, 
he said, my markers are already there. I mean, from Psalm 22 he said, my markers are already 
there because I have Psalm 23 marked and that’s my favorite one.  
 
So when we think about Psalm 22 and we think about David writing these words a thousand 
years before the cross, we really do see more of the Savior. And we see him in every book of 
the Old Testament. And then after Acts 2, we see every book of the New Testament pointing 
back to that amazing day when those men who had crucified him said, what must we do? And 
the answer was given by Peter.  
 
Ezra, thank you so much for doing this with me.  
 
You're welcome.  
 
I love my Ezra of course. He's, One day he's going to be a Christian. And he—We study 
together a lot. Tell them what book we've been studying mostly this week together.  
 
Genesis.  
 
We've studied Genesis together. Yeah, this week… 
 
We've studied it when we've been studying.  
 
Oh, when you've been coming over for special studies, we've been studying Genesis. What 
book have we been studying this week?  
 
Psalms.  
 
We've been studying Psalms for this, as we do this podcast that we're in,  
 
Oh! Esther and 1 Corinthians.  
 



Esther, we studied Esther and Ezra has loved learning. I'm gonna quiz him real quick and then 
this podcast will be yours. What was the name of the Queen who would not parade before the 
men? 
 
Vashti.  
 
What was the name of the new queen?  
 
Esther 
 
What was the name of the king who chose her?  
 
Xerxes. 
 
Yeah. And what was the name of Esther's cousin  
 
Eliakim?  
 
No no no no no no no. Starts with M  
 
Mordecai! 
 
Mordecai was the cousin who wanted her to go before the king and plead for her people. What 
was the name of the real mean man that was the servant of the king?  
 
Haman 
 
Haman  
 
“Hey Man” 
 
“Hey, man” that's how you remember that one. But what was…Ezra, What was the ironic thing 
that Haman had to do that was so that made us it made us almost laugh because it was so 
amazing that Haman was the one that had to do this. What did he have to do for Mordecai?  
 
Yeah. He had to walk the horse and he had to say, everyone, this is the man that the King wants 
to honor. 
 
And that's so funny because Haman thought it was going to be… 
Him.  
 
He thought it was going to be him. 
 



That's right. And so when he walked around with that horse saying, this is the one that the king 
wants to honor. He had already built a gallows for the hanging of Mordecai because he hated 
Mordecai. Yeah. And Ezra, tell us how big that gallows was.  
 
50 cubits high. Okay. He did learn a lot. He forgot. What was it you forgot? Mordecai’s name, 
but you got it back really quickly. And actually, we've moved on into First Corinthians 13 since 
that time anyway.  
 
But, Ezra. Ezra, thank you for doing this with me. Will you do it again sometime? 
 
Sure.  
 
It was great fun to do this with Ezra. Tonight we are going to go to the airport and pick up Ezra's 
Papa, my Glenn Colley. He is returning from a gospel meeting. 
 
He's mine. 
 
I think he's really mine. 
 
He's mine.  
 
We'll get back to you about who belongs to you. All right. We hope you have a great night. Have 
a good one. Bye. 
 
 


