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Hezekiah Lives on in Jeremiah’s Day

Hi there! | hope that you're enjoying our study so far in month eight: More of the Savior. And
we're finishing up what we're reading in Jeremiah and taking some observations in Jeremiah
that point to the Christ. And then we're going to be talking about David and Isaiah as well.

This is going to be a short dig-a-bit, | think. | just wanted to point out something from our reading
of Jeremiah, and I'm in Jeremiah chapter 26, and this is during the reign of Jehoiakim. And you
remember that we have Jeremiah starting his work during the rule of Josiah, the good king that
began, his reign as just a little boy.

And then following him, we have Jehoahaz, but he only reigned for three months. And then we
have Jehoiakim and he reigned for 11 years. Our reading, as we're reading in chapters 25 and

26, if you're going in the order that we stated in the book, and by the way, I'm loving reading in

really chronological order because it makes so much more sense to read Jeremiah in the order
in which it really happened, rather than in the order that it's recorded in the canon as we have it
today.

| love reading in the order that things really happened. So when we're reading in chapter 26,
we're getting about to the middle of the kings that reigned during Jeremiah's prophesying days.
And we're reading in chapter 26 about a persecution that came up in verse eight. It came to
pass when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to
speak to the people, the priest and the prophets and all the people laid hold on him, or took him,
saying, you will surely die.

And then there came to be sort of an argument, a discussion about whether or not they really
should go ahead and kill Jeremiah. And then I'm loving when we get down to verse 16, then the
princes and all the people said to the priest in the prophets, this man is not worthy to die, for he
has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.

So there's some folks rising up and saying, wait, | think we're going to get in trouble if we Kill
him, because | really do think he's speaking the word of the Lord. Then in verse 17, certain of
the elders rose up and spoke to the assembly of the people, saying, there was Micah the
Morasthite. And he prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, king of Judah.

And he spoke to all the people of Judah, saying, thus saith the Lord of hosts, Zion shall be
plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps. And the mountain of the house as the
high places of a forest. So we're reaching back to the days of Hezekiah. So, counting
backwards from Josiah, we have King Amon, and then we have wicked, wicked king, Manasseh
who was the son of Hezekiah.



And then we have Hezekiah. Hezekiah reigned from about the years 715 BC to maybe around
687 BC. Different theologians put it at different places. But Allbright puts it at seven....let me say
this again, 715 to 687 BC. And by the time we get to Jehoiakim we're at 609.

So we're looking at about a hundred years between the reigns of Hezekiah and the current reign
that we're reading about in the book of Jeremiah. Jehoiakim. But notice that Hezekiah's
influence is still living, even here in the reign of Jehoiakim. So Micah the Morasthitei prophesied
in the days of Hezekiah and spoke to all the people, saying, thus saith the Lord of hosts,
Jerusalem is going to become heaps in the mountain.

He was really prophesying the same thing that Jeremiah is prophesying. And then he says, he
has a question in verse 19, Did Hezekiah, the king of Judah and all Judah, put him to death?
Did he not fear the Lord and besought the Lord? And the Lord repented him of the evil which he
had pronounced against them—So might we procure great evil against our souls.

He says they didn't put him to death. But they listened for a time during the days of Hezekiah.
They did listen, and God put off the evil that Micah was prophesying about them. Now we have
the elders in the days of Jeremiah reaching all the way back 100 years to Hezekiah and looking
at how he treated God's prophet Micah, and how that Hezekiah in his day repented, did some
great things, tore down some of the altars, and stopped the Baal worship in the days of
Hezekiah and he's just saying he didn't Kill the prophet.

He protected the prophet. And God relented in the evil that he had prophesied against
Jerusalem in that day. So he's these elders are turning the tide here and allowing Jeremiah to
go ahead and proclaim the word. And he does proclaim the word under great duress for some
more years. Here, after the time of Jehoiakim. And then he also goes and tells about another
prophet that things apparently that prophet fled to Egypt.

But what | want to say here is that it is possible for my influence and your influence for good, to
outlive us by several generations, as Hezekiah's did at this time, and for people to continue
referring back to good decisions that we made and influencing the salvation of people by
referring back to the good decisions that we made.

That's exactly what happened here in Jeremiah chapter 26. Some wise people were able to
point back to Hezekiah and a decision that he made about Micah the prophet and say, we better
be careful about putting God's prophet Jeremiah to death, because this has happened before.
This is not the first time. | just think it's really important for us to remember that it's never the first
time when we're tempted to do evil.

It's never the first time, and we can always look back to examples of people who made the right
decision, like Hezekiah did. And we can always look at the good consequences that occurred in
history from good decisions that have been made. And | love the way that Jeremiah's life is

spared for the moment here. And he's going to do much more good with the rest of the years of



his life, because somebody looked back to a king named Hezekiah that lived 100 years before
and said, maybe we should rethink what we are about to do.

The challenge for us today is to —We live in a in a rough period of American history. We don't
live in the shining part of American history today. We live in a part of American history that's
threatening. A part of American history, that should we not choose to turn the tide and revert
back to some principles of righteousness in our country, that we are going to see the demise of
this country.

But more than that, we're living in dark days in the kingdom of God. When we are threatened on
every hand. The devil is doing his job. He's doing it in the false teachings that are all around us.
He's doing it by injecting immorality into the church. He's doing it by making us go to sleep, to,
anesthetize ourselves to wicked forms of entertainment and lifestyles around us.

He's doing it in so many ways. If there are those among us who are wise, we need to stand up
and say, this is not the first time. And when people in the kingdom of God, even all the way back
to the time of Jeremiah, when we ignore the word of the Lord that comes to us, and today it
comes to us through the Bible.

And when we ignore it and we decide it's not very important to spend time in it, and we decide
that we are aloof to Bible study, then evil comes upon us. Let's think back. Let's always use our
wisdom and say, this is not the first time. And when people walk away from the Lord historically,
then God sends— God always gets it right —and he sends just punishment upon them.

And he has promised that our just punishment that we're in the— in the last days, we are in the
last days because all of time since the establishment of the New Kingdom and the New
Covenant is the last day. We've been living in the last days for 2000 years now. And the
punishment for those who reject Christ and who reject the Holy Spirit by rejecting his word, will
come at the last day when our Savior will say to us, enter into the joy of your Lord, or he will say,
depart from me, | never knew you.

Let's realize that we are not the first generation. We're not really experimenting with sin because
we know the consequences of sin. Let's think back with wisdom and say what happens to
people who regard God's Word and who live righteously, who walk humbly before him and seek
mercy and justice? What happens to those people? And then let's convince those around us as
much as we can, that wisdom lies in studying God's Word and applying it to our lives.

Just saying. Hezekiah was still speaking 100 years after his death. | hope that you have a great
day.



