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The Forbearance of all Forbearances 
 

Hi, it's Saturday as I'm talking to you in Huntsville, Alabama. It's a very warm day. I've been 
outside today putting some crystal lights on a couple of the bushes in front of my front door, 
getting ready for the holidays. We're excited because we're having, I don't know, 25 people or 
so in our home later on this week for our Thanksgiving lunch, and then it's just about a week 
and a half until we do something that we do every year called Christmas at the Colley's. 
 
When we invite the congregation over to have supper at our house, sort of a casual, this year 
it's going to be finger foods supper. We are excited about all of that. This week we're going to go 
out and get our big…We usually get about a 12ft tree, and it's a different grandchild's turn to 
pick out that tree each year when we go to the tree farm. 
 
So we're excited about all those things. But I'm really excited today to get to talk to you about 
our God of forbearance. And this is probably just the climax of the forbearance of God that we're 
going to talk about this week. We've been talking about the plagues in our dig-a-bits one, two 
and three. And in this one, we are talking about how that the last plague, which was the death of 
the firstborn in every household, even man and beast in Egypt, was the climax of those plagues. 
 
And actually it is the great foreshadowing of our Passover lamb. Jesus Christ. There's no way in 
a short dig-a-bit that I can do justice to talking about the 10th plague, which is the Passover, and 
how it foreshadows Calvary for us. But I do want to take a minute and talk about how that we 
are really to the embodiment of God's forbearance when we talk about the Passover, because 
God was taking a people who had griped and complained to him throughout his deliverance, 
and now we're about to go to the Red sea and turn around and say, why are you even bringing 
us out of Egypt? 
 
And then that we're going to go a little bit further and they were going to build a golden calf, an 
idol in the face of God while he was on Sinai, giving them the Ten Commandments and the 
entire law of the Mosaic Age. I just am amazed at what God is doing in this last plague in Egypt, 
in showing both his power and his forbearance. 
 
So first off, how was this 10th plague an attack on god? On a god with a little g of Egypt? Well, 
the Pharaoh himself was considered a god in the land of Egypt in that day. He was the son of 
Ray, and Ray was the sun god. Pharaoh was so proud, even powerful in his own mind. And God 
knew his heart and how stubborn he was even before Moses went to talk to him. 
  
Because God says, I'm sure he's not going to let you go, not even by my mighty hand. So I'm 
going to stretch out my hand, and I'm going to strike Egypt with all my wonders, which I will do in 
the midst of Egypt. And after that he will let you go. And so this is the plague where God was 



winning the contest against the gods, even though he was in every single plague, he showed 
the powerlessness of the gods with the little gs, and he showed his great sovereignty and his 
great power over those gods. 
 
But in this one we have the encapsulation of both the forbearance of God with his people, in 
with the people of Egypt and the great power of God shown in this plague. Most of all, though, 
we have the foreshadowing of the great sovereignty, and both the sovereignty and the 
forbearance of God, we have the foreshadowing of those two characteristics that culminated the 
power and the mercy of God, that culminated at the cross of Calvary. 
 
All of that is foreshadowed in this 10th plague, the Passover, or the death of the firstborn. The 
death, of the firstborn. Even those four words are so powerful when we think about our own 
redemption, which was brought about by the death of the firstborn Son of God. It was also the 
death of the perfect lamb, without spot and without blemish that was at Calvary 
 
It was the casting out of the leaven from their houses in Exodus 12. It is the casting out of the 
leaven of sin in our lives (1 Corinthians 5) that allows us to keep the Passover with sincerity, as 
First Corinthians five speaks about. So let's just quickly skim the surface of how this great 10th 
plague shows God's mercy and his power and truth colliding in the 10th plague and in its reality 
at the cross of Calvary in the ends of each one of the Gospels. 
 
So if we think about this, first of all, we see that it was an attack on Pharaoh himself. And then 
we see in first Corinthians five if you’ll turn there with me, we see that it is most definitely even 
named as the type of Christ at Calvary. Let me get to First Corinthians here as I'm turning first 
Corinthians chapter five, and you’ll remember this was the passage that was all about 
withdrawing our fellowship, casting out the leaven of sin from congregations.  
 
When the Christians in first Corinthians five were told that their glory was not good, a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump, so get this leaven out as it was cast from the houses at the time 
of the Passover. And verse seven says, purge out therefore the old leaven, that you could be a 
new lump, as you are unleavened. 
 
For even –listen– Christ, our Passover is sacrificed for us. They were to give a lamb without 
spot and without blemish, a lamb in fact that had been brought into their yards, into their, uh 
places of abode for a few days before his Passover feast. They loved this lamb. And it says, 
therefore, verse eight, let us keep the feast not with the old leaven neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
Just telling you here that we have the Passover, of course, alluded to in many places in the New 
Testament, but we especially have it in the book of Hebrews. But here in first Corinthians five we 
have it named Christ is our Passover Lamb. How better can we nail down the forbearance of 
God that is in the Passover than by pointing directly from Exodus chapter 12 to the cross of 
Calvary and the type and the antitype that we read about there. 
 



So when we read in Exodus, we have some specifications listed for the Passover. The date was 
listed – the 10th day of the first month, and they were supposed to keep the Passover until the 
14th day. The animal is listed. It was a lamb in verse three, and the criteria of the animal was 
that it was to be without blemish. 
 
The animal was to be separated for four days from the 10th day to the 14th day, and it was to be 
brought out of the flock, because it was to be a separate, sanctified animal, specifically killed for 
the Passover. They were to paint the blood of the lamb on the two side posts, and on the upper 
doorposts, where they were eating. 
 
They had certain seasoning regulations that were given in verse eight. We're in Exodus 12 of 
course. They had cooking regulations in verse eight and nine. They were to roast it with the fire, 
not wet, the legs and inwards… don't break any bones. Wow. We're looking at Calvary here. 
They had discarding regulations. They were to burn any that was left until the morning. 
 
They had apparel regulations. They were supposed to eat it with their loins girded and their 
shoes on and their staff in hand, because they were about to get out of Egypt. And then we 
notice that the establishment and the instructions of the annual Passover feast, occurred before 
the tragic night that it was to be memorialized. 
 
So the establishment of the feast happened before the actual death of the lamb. What New 
Testament memorial feast was established before another tragic night or day? That's right. You 
know, Jesus ate the Passover feast up in the upper room and instituted our Lord's Supper. 
Before that the blood was shed on Calvary– the night before the blood was shed on Calvary. 
 
So as the Israelites came out of their doorways, never to enter again the lamb, they were 
leaving Egypt. The lamb was over them, beside them and in them. It was over them because it 
was on the doorposts and lintels. So it was above their head on the lintels of the door. 
 
It was beside them on the door posts. And how is the lamb in them? Yeah, they had eaten the 
lamb. So then we find, we can find numerous New Testament passages that tell us that the 
blood of the lamb is over, beside, and in us.  
 
It's over us, Colossians 1:18, in its preeminence, Matthew 28:18, Philippians 2:6-11, John 
17:1-2, 1 Corinthians 15:27. It's the glaze over us.  
 
It is beside us. Hebrews 13:4-5, John 15:14. Colossians 3:1, Hebrews 7:25. We have the blood 
of the lamb beside us.  
 
It's in us. Romans 8:9-11, Galatians 4:19, 2 Peter 1:5-8,  John 6:51 I’m Just giving you a few of 
these passages, but, I'll go ahead and list these in the next blog post so that you can see how 
that Passover blood was over, beside, and in us. 
 



And then we noticed the leaven. I've already mentioned this, but the leaven in the Bible is 
mentioned many times. But it is almost always a negative thing. In Exodus, in Leviticus and 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, it's always a negative thing. It's a positive in just a very few passages. And 
so they were to cast the leaven out of their houses, and today when I take the Lord's Supper 
each week I pray that God will help me to cast the leaven of sin from my spiritual house, from 
the temple of the Holy Spirit in which I dwell. 
 
I want to cast the leaven of sin from myself. Can we apply the blood of the lamb today, just as 
they did at the Passover? Of course, of course we must apply the blood of the lamb. Revelation 
5:6, 5:8 5:12 5:13. Revelation 6:1, 6:16, 7:9, 7:10, 7:14, 7:17. Revelation 12:11, we overcome by 
the blood of the lamb. Of course we must have the blood of the spotless lamb applied to the 
lintels and doorposts of our very hearts and souls today. 
 
Does Christ meet the criteria of the Passover Lamb? 1 Peter 1:18-19. Let's close by reading 1 
Peter one, verses 18 and 19. It says there for as much as you know that you are not redeemed 
with corruptible things like silver and gold from your vain manner of life. Not things received by 
tradition from your fathers, but you were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot. 
 
Who was foreknown, indeed, even before the foundation of the world, that he was made known 
in these last times. For you who believe in God, that God did raise him up from the dead and 
gave him glory, so that your faith and your hope might be in God. Did those people of Israel at 
the last plague need faith and hope in God, and did that Passover blood that was on their 
doorposts and lintels of their homes? 
 
Did it reinforce the fact that God had great power? Yes. But did it also reinforce in their hearts 
the fact that God had great forbearance and that he is the God of more than they could ask or 
imagine? Oh yes, oh yes. And it foreshadowed the great power and forbearance of God 
meeting in the Passover lamb on a hill of Golgotha 2000 years ago. 
 
That proves for us that he is the great God of more forbearance and more power than we can 
ask or imagine. I love the plagues. I love the fact that God was squashing. He was just utterly 
destroying the gods of Egypt. And he has that same power for us today in his great forbearance 
and mercy that he extended to us in our Passover lamb, the lamb without spot and without 
blemish. 
 
I hope that you have a great day.  


