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Forbearance and the gods, again.  
 
Hello. This is dig-a-bit number three on month three of our study of the God of more. We're 
talking about more forbearance and really we're just in these digging bits this month. We're just 
kind of zeroing in on the forbearance that God had with Pharaoh during the plagues of Egypt. 
And we're looking at the gods specifically. Pharaoh kept coming back to Moses and saying, Go 
to God and ask him to stop this plague. 
 
And it was very, just very interesting the way that God would relent and God would stop the 
plague, really knowing that Pharaoh would harden his heart again, because Pharaoh had a hard 
heart against God, and he was only looking for the selfish interests of his palace and his 
kingdom. And God would relent, and then God would come back with another plague. 
 
One of the reasons that God varied the plagues instead of just hammering down and destroying 
Pharaoh with one plague. And there are lots of reasons that we can see, and I'm sure reasons 
that we can't see. God was barreling toward the Passover, the death of the firstborn son. And 
that Passover, of course, was going to foreshadow the cross in many ways. 
 
He was going toward plague number ten, where the firstborn son was going to be destroyed in 
every house in Egypt, even among the beasts of Egypt, every firstborn was going to be 
destroyed. And then the blood of the lamb was going to be placed on the doorpost of the 
Israelites, you remember, so that the death angel would pass over those houses, and those 
houses would not be touched by death. 
 
And of course, all of that is foreshadowing Jesus and the cross and the fact that we, with the 
blood of the lamb, are able to avoid the death that comes with sin and the Passover, just in 
many ways. And we'll talk a little bit more about this in the next dig a bit. But in many ways, the 
Passover foreshadows the cross of Christ. 
 
So that's one reason that God was didn't just leave the water of the Nile to be blood until the 
Egyptians died. He was showing his power, and he was about to foreshadow his great power 
over death and over the slavery of sin, as it were, through the cross, through the Passover, 
which was going to foreshadow the cross. 
 
So he's getting to that. He's building up to that as he goes through the rest of the plagues. 
Another reason, though, as we've been talking about, is the fact that God was showing his 
ultimate power over the little G gods. He was showing his power over many of the 2000 gods 
that they had in the land of Egypt. 
 



This is just very relevant in my life right now for a couple of reasons. Number one is that my 
husband just returned from, a missionary campaign in the country of India around the world. I 
think he said it was 8000 miles in the air. Now, that really is mind boggling to me and I think 
there must be some sort of mistake. 
 
But he said that it is 8000 miles away in the air, so it's remote from anything that is common to 
him that he knows about. And in the middle of that remoteness, what my husband saw was 
rampant idolatry. Now he's been to India before, but every time he goes, he is stricken with the 
fact that there are these common items that are considered sacred in the minds of the people 
there. 
 
And one of those things is the cow. Cows walk around the streets with great ornamentation 
around their necks. But listen to this. He he was just talking about this with me just a minute 
ago, and I was telling him about the fact that we're studying these plagues in Egypt and how 
that they had these gods to counter the bad things that happened in their lives. 
 
And so he said, you know, Cindy, when I was walking around in India and I saw those cows with 
that great ornamentation and people would not eat those cows and people worship those cows, 
and cows could just be in the middle of the street. And you didn't honk your horn at a cow. You 
just went around the cow as as it was a sacred beast in India. 
 
Well, he said, but those cows you would sometimes see prolific trash in, in dumpsters on the 
side of the road, even on the ground. And the cows that were supposed to be gods were 
rummaging through the trash for something to eat. Well, that's a that's a picture right there. 
That's an image that, you know, it's not pretty, but you might want to keep it in your mind that 
when we create our own gods, those gods are fed on trash. 
 
And we can look at that in an allegorical sense. When we reject God and go to idolatry, we're 
going to a pretty desperate place where gods are dependent on the trash of sin around us. And 
that's what we're putting our trust in. And I just thought that was pretty ironic. And then the other 
reason that this study is special to me right now is because my little grandson, Ezra, is 11 and 
he has on his own. 
 
He wanted to start coming over. He said, I'm getting old enough to start thinking about my 
spiritual responsibility in life. And maybe he didn't word it exactly that way, but but one day, 
Mammyi, I want to become a Christian. And I want to know when the right time is for that. So 
would you do some Bible studies with me? 
 
So he's coming over. He'll call himself during the day and say, is today a good day for us to do 
some Bible study? And he'll come over and we'll sit at the table and we are actually studying an 
overview of the Old Testament. And specifically, we're studying how every Old Testament book 
relates to Jesus, foreshadows Jesus, prophesies of Jesus has promises of the blessing to all 
nations, etc. and right now we are in this slavery period that was promised to Abraham that they 
would be in slavery for 400 years. 



 
In Egypt, the Israelites would be. And so we're we're right now we're studying that slavery period 
and how that Moses is a type of Christ going in to rescue people from slavery, that the slavery in 
Egypt was, and a great struggle for the people, and that God was hearing them, just as God has 
heard our desperate pleas, as we have no remedy for sin except Jesus, God sent Moses to 
Egypt to say, let my people go. 
 
And God sent Christ, as it were, to earth in the flesh his own son, to say to the devil, let my 
people go. We talked from Genesis three about how at the cross Genesis 3:15 was fulfilled, 
where Christ actually was bruised on his heel, but the head of Satan was crushed, and Christ 
was victorious over the slavery of sin at the cross. 
 
So now we're talking about that slavery in Egypt, and we're specifically talking about the 
plagues. And it's very interesting to talk to an 11 year old boy about the plagues in Egypt, 
because he's enthralled with the fact that the God of heaven, uppercase G, is actually attacking 
and defeating the gods of Egypt. Lowercase g, gods of Egypt. And he's doing it in specific ways. 
 
Yesterday he brought over some of his AP cards, and there's a– If you are unfamiliar, go to 
apologeticspress.org and look for the Bible cards, I guess, I guess it's, collectible Bible cards. 
I'm not sure exactly what those are called. Discover cards, maybe? You'll find it there though. 
Just search, Bible collectible cards on the Apologetics Press website. 
 
I mean, my grandchildren love these cards, and they're trying to collect, like, right now. He had 
eight of the 12 sons of Jacob, and he's trying to get the rest of the 12 sons of Jacob. And they 
trade these cards like they're trading baseball cards. And so he brought his cards over that had 
to do with the study that we're doing right now with the plagues. 
 
It's very interesting, though, because he would laugh at a certain plague. Maybe it was, oh, 
maybe we were talking about the lice. And Geb is the god of the dust of the land, the god of the 
soil. And remember, Moses was told to stretch out his hand and to throw up the dust of the land, 
and that it would become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 
 
And Ezra said, well, if I had geb in my house, I would want to put him out because he was not 
doing his job. I would say, what is this god doing? What is he punishing me for? When the the 
soil of the land is turning into lice? Let's get him out of our house because he's not pleased with 
us. 
 
Let's figure out how to remedy this situation. So he was thinking about what gods they would 
want to have in their house. And the obvious, inescapable conclusion is we really want Jehovah 
God because he is able to crush all of the other gods, and he is able to bless his people in ways 
that are unimaginable to those people who believe in idolatry. 
 
And by the way, of those people who believe in idolatry in the land of India. While my husband 
was there, just traveling around to these little villages and these churches where the preachers 



are working and teaching the people, 600 plus of those people were baptized in those little 
churches when my husband and that team of two other men were traveling around in India, my 
husband said, but will we keep these Christians? 
  
Will they all be faithful? And the answer is that 90% of them will. That's the statistic right now, is 
90% of those who are taught the gospel, retain that faith for the long term. And my husband 
said, well, why are 600 people being baptized? That's just unfathomable to us in the United 
States, where we are so involved and so distracted by the pleasures of this world and so 
confused by the denominational concepts in this world. 
 
And the answer that was given to my husband was that, well, we're studying with him all the 
time, and some of them were baptized last week before you got here. But these are the ones 
that we're studying with who want to be baptized this week. And now notice also that there were 
several, my husband and two other men were there, and each one of them was preaching in 
three villages each day, traveling out and speaking in three villages, each day. 
 
So they were in a bunch of different places. But praise God, 600 people were baptized as they 
were there observing. That's just, beyond what we can think about in our rich and materialistic 
society. So having said all that and,I know, I digress. Let's get back to these plagues and talk 
about the way, the specific way that our God of forbearance, while being patient with the 
Pharaoh, giving him lots of chances, was also showing the great power that the true God has 
over the idols of any nation. 
 
He was teaching them anti idolatry, trust in the real Jehovah. He was forbearing and teaching 
them the fickle nature of man. Without God, Pharaoh kept changing his mind and he was 
showing his people their deep dependance on them. So not only was he forbearing and 
relenting for the Pharaoh, but he was forbearing and relenting for his own people to continue to 
show them the fickle nature of mankind without God and their own deep dependance on God. 
 
So let's quickly mention a couple of the idols today. The fifth plague was murrain of the cattle 
sickness of the cattle. Their cows were dying. And remember, the cows were sacred. And a-p-i-s 
—you can Google him. He's easy to find online. I showed Ezra lots of pictures of apis yesterday 
a-p-i-s, and he was the God of the cows. 
 
What would you think about this idol that you saw walking around that had the well, you saw him 
walking around and you saw still metal images of him. So what would you think about him when 
all of a sudden all the cows were dying? Those gods that were walking around outside were 
dying in big numbers, and that they were also taking away, 
 
They weren't taking away a probably a great deal or all of the food supply, but they were taking 
away the burden bearing ability. There weren't cars, there weren't 18 wheelers. They depended 
upon the oxen to build their pyramids, to build their structures, to, you know, carry even the food 
supplies. So the economy was stricken when apis was attacked by God and all their cows 
started dying, the next plague was boils. 



 
And these are probably pus filled infected sores all over the bodies of the people of Israel, 
attacking the gods Thoth and Isis, who is the God of medical learning. And Imhotep 
(I-m-h-o-t-e-p) was the God of medicine, and all of those gods were powerless. Nothing could 
be done about the people who were excruciatingly pained by the boils that were occurring. 
 
And then we have hail. These great storms that formed and hail was coming from the sky. Great 
storms putting fear in the hearts of everybody but children especially. I have three children down 
the street who are pretty much afraid of storms. They want to be in my basement whenever a 
storm comes, and I talked about that with Ezra yesterday and he said, oh, they have those kinds 
of storms in Egypt? 
 
And I said, no, Ezra, they don't have those kinds of storms. This was a phenomenon. Imagine 
being outside in that storm suddenly coming and hail falling everywhere. And imagine thinking 
that the God of the sky, who was Nut (n-u-t) —the God of the sky, must be mad at me. 
 
He must be mad at Egypt. But look, he's not mad at Goshen, over there where the Israelites 
are. Imagine the thought processes of the common people of Egypt right now. There wasn't 
Facebook and I talked about this with Ezra yesterday. There wasn't Facebook, there wasn't 
Twitter or email or phones. And those people who didn't live in the palace were probably looking 
out their windows at, you know, cows dying. 
 
And then they were looking at the, I don't want to be grotesque here, but the pus that was 
sticking their bodies to their sheets in their beds, and then they look out their windows and hail 
is coming. I'm sure they thought, why are the gods so angry at us? 
 
But the people of Egypt, and yet the people around the world, the then known world, were going 
to hear about the God Jehovah. We know that from later stories of people who were outside of 
Israel, like Rahab, who heard of the power of God over the Egyptians and the Canaanites. Then 
when Canaan was invaded by Israel, this was the beginning of a great process that God was 
going to use to show his power over all nations that were idolatrous and wicked. 
 
Our God here is forbearing with Pharaoh, but in the middle of the forbearance he is showing the 
great awesome power that belongs to the creator over the creation that people have assumed 
are gods. God made the cows. God made the weather. God made our bodies. God made the 
Nile River and people were using these creatures and creations to avoid, to forget that there is a 
creator. 
 
There is a power over all of those entities in nature. And God is saying to Egypt, I'm in control. 
And he's saying it loudly and clearly. The last plague before the Passover was, well, the last two 
were locusts and darkness. Locusts, remember, are the big black bugs that fly around and eat 
up all the vegetation. Osiris (o-s-i-r-i-s) the god of vegetation. 
 



What must the people have thought about their god of vegetation when they watched all their 
crops being consumed by the locusts? And then, of course, their big sun God was Ra. Last 
plague before the Passover was darkness. And for three days, people couldn’t rise from their 
seats or their beds because the darkness, the Bible says, was so thick that they could feel it. 
 
And yet God was giving Pharaoh yet another chance before destruction to let his people go. 
The sun god Ra, the powerful sun god that worked with the god that was the Nile River to 
sustain the people of Egypt, they thought was created by God, controlled by God, attacked by 
God in plague number nine, the darkness. I guess what I want us to take from this… 
 
And then at the end of our study, actually yesterday, I did ask Ezra. So we don't look at our 
kitchen table or our kitchen countertop and see a statue of a cow. We don't when we go to get 
our oils or our medicine in our cabinets, because we have a blister, and I got a blister this week, 
(burned myself with a crock pot) 
 
And when I went to put something on it, I did not think about going to Imhotep, the god of 
healing, and asking begging him to heal me. I didn't think about that. We don't do that kind of 
idolatry in our households, by and large. But I asked Ezra, I said, what are our idols today? I 
said, what do you think that mama would be tempted– Your mama, what do you think she would 
be tempted to idolize today? To love more than she loved God?  
 
And he said, I think it would be me. I think that her temptation would be to love her children 
more than God. I said, what is the temptation of someone who, let's say, is given to drinking 
beer or alcohol? That he would, he would call it probably booze. What's that person's idol? He 
said, well, it'd be the alcohol. He's right. I said, what about a person who is on the ball field 
playing ball rather than worshiping? On Sunday he said, that's an idol. The ball would be an idol, 
and he's right. 
 
 And then I had him turn to the book of Colossians, where it says that covetousness is idolatry. It 
lists a lot of sins, and then it says, and covetousness, which is idolatry. And he turned and and 
read that Scripture, and he said, well, I guess covetousness is the idol. And I said, yeah, but 
what is covetousness? And he tried to remember. And then he said, oh, yeah, it's it's wanting 
things real badly. You want things and you do wrong things to get those things. 
 
He’s just about right. Covetousness is loving something that's of a material nature so much, 
wanting something for myself, so much that I'm willing to do something wrong to get it. I even 
asked him, I said, okay, so what would a president, let’s say President Trump– What would his, 
temptation to idolatry be? He said authority. I said, yeah, right. Power. His temptation would be 
to covet power so much that he would do something wrong to get it. That's a political temptation.  
 
Okay. This is kind of been a rambling one because I'm just so inundated with what Ezra and I 
are talking about and what Glenn and I are talking about from India. But let's break down to a 
head right now. What I want us to take from this little discussion of the gods that were being 



attacked in Egypt, is that our God is a God of forbearance, giving Pharaoh many chances to let 
the people go. 
 
Just think, if he had let the people go at the first, which wasn't in the the providential plan of 
God, but if he had, his nation would have been spared from massive destruction. He was a 
forbearing God, but at the same time, he was a God who demonstrated his ultimate sovereignty, 
his power over all people and their little gods. And he can do both of those things today at the 
same time as well.  
 
Next time we're going to talk about the Passover, we're going to talk about how it foreshadows 
the cross and how that the forbearance of God is shown in its entirety, in its ultimate nature, at 
our great Passover, at the cross of Calvary.  
 
All right. I hope you have a good day. I hope you're enjoying the study. And I hope you'll join us 
for the big podcast, which will be on the last Tuesday of the month. I think that's the 28th, but I'm 
not positive. The last Tuesday of November will be our big podcast. Have a great day. 
 
 


