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Forbearance and Power in the Tiniest Things

Good morning. | hope that you're having a great day. We are on dig-a-bit number two on our
third month of the study of the God of more. This is the study of the God of forbearance. And we
are going to see here in this second, dig a bit a little bit more about the plague of Egypt. And as
we point out, the forbearance of God, we are also going to point out the overwhelming power
that he's showing in that forbearance.

Some of you were along for the ride about 12 years ago when we first studied the plagues in
depth, and we studied how that each plague was an attack on an Egyptian god. We are going to
mention that again today as we talk about plagues three through five. We're going to talk about
the specific gods that were being attacked there by our God of forbearance and power.

But | want us to look first at Exodus chapter three. And this is where God is actually beginning
the deliverance of his people. And | want us to see that we actually are seeing his forbearance
even as he begins that deliverance. The Lord appeared to Moses in a flame of fire out of the
middle of a bush. And he said, | have seen Exodus three verse seven, the affliction of my
people which are in Egypt.

And | have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters, for | know their sorrows. We have this
God who is willing to look down into sinful humanity and visit humanity. And I'm come down
verse Eight says to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of
that one, and to a good land and a large land.

He describes the land as being one that flows with milk and honey, and the cry of them is come
up into me. And | have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are pressing them.
I'm going to send you to Pharaoh, that you may bring forth my people, the children of Israel, out
of Egypt. Moses then says, how are they going to know how first, are the children of Israel going
to know?

And then how is Pharaoh going to know and ask those questions separately. And he said to the
children of Israel, you're going to say, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and this is my
memorial to all generations.

Go gather the elders of Israel and say to them, the Lord God of your fathers, of Abraham, of
Isaac, and of Jacob has appeared to me, saying, | have surely visited you, and | have seen that
which is done to you in Egypt. We actually have a beautiful picture here of the Christ, a
prophetic picture here. Allegory of the Christ.



We are afflicted in the slavery of sin, and God has sent our deliverer in the the Christ, the
Messiah the great | am through Jesus Christ. And so then God goes on to tell Moses, | am sure
that the King of Egypt is not going to listen to you, not by a mighty hand. And then he
prophesies, God does that.

They are going to leave Egypt, and they're going to go with their purses full. And then at the

beginning of chapter four, Moses asks, what am | going to say to Pharaoh? He's not going to
believe me. And the Lord said to him, what is in your hand? And he said, A rod, and that rod
turned into a serpent, you remember?

And then he said, put forth your hand and put it into your bosom. And he brought it out, and it
was leprous. Put it back in, and it was clean. God said, I'm going to show great signs in Egypt.
And by these signs they will know that you have come in the name of the great | am, and your
deliverance is already sure.

| love this passage because so much we learn from it. First of all, it is the allegory of the
deliverance of our of us from the slavery of sin through the great | am in the intercessor, Jesus
Christ. We have that picture, but we also have, a historic picture here of the purpose of the
miraculous. How is it that Moses is ever going to prove, first of all, to the children of Israel and
then to the Pharaoh that he is coming in the name of God?

Well, God is going to confirm the word with the miraculous. And he shows Moses that in the
beginning here was just a rod turning into a serpent. And as | just arrived, turning into a serpent.
Oh, my, what is that? That a great miracle. But in our vernacular we would say you ain't seen
nothing yet, because he's about to go and do mighty works that at first the Egyptian magicians
will try to mimic.

But then by the time they get to the lice, they will say, we can't do this in the same way that
Moses is doing this. So we see a couple of important truths that are true for the interaction of
God with his people. Throughout the coming generations and even into our generation, and that
is that God will deliver us and he delivers us from the mighty foe, which is Satan today, through
the intercession of Jesus Christ.

And we see the purpose of miracles, | want us to be sure that we, while we know that miracles
aren't happening in the same way among us on the earth as they happened at this time and
during the time of Christ. Because God did finish first Corinthians 13, confirming his word with
miracles. And today we have the written word.

| want us to be sure that we never underestimate the power of the miracles that occur during
Bible times and the fact that God does miraculously put into every created human being today
the spark of life, the soul. Is God not doing anything today. Of course he is acting today. He is
doing great things among us today. But God clearly in his New Testament said that His word
was finished being confirmed.



It is the written word, the inspiration the God breathed. Power is in His word. And thus in first
Corinthians 13 he says, prophecies will cease. And so the miraculous revelation of God, first
Corinthians 13 has been finished, has been complete, and we are so blessed today to have the
product of all of those miracles. How did people know Jesus was from God?

Well, it became the inescapable truth when people started coming from the dead, when he
walked on water, when he fed 5000 people with five loaves and two fishes, when they did all of
the healing that confirmed. And just as Moses is about to be confirmed, that confirmed the word.
The purpose of miracles has always been the confirmation of the word.

So as we think about these miracles in Egypt, of course they were God's great power. As we
were about to show when we talk about his striking the God's. But not only were they his great
power, they were his great forbearance. He was listening to the pleas of Israel and even
knowing that they were going to leave that place.

And by the time they got to the Red sea, they were already going to start grumbling back at him.
Why did you take us from this land where we were fed so richly? Did you bring us here to die?
He is dealing with a people that are stiff necked and stubborn, but he is already at the gate. Go
dealing with them with great power and with great forbearance.

He tells Moses, here's what you say to Israel, who aren't going to believe that you're coming to
deliver them. And here's what you're going to say to Pharaoh, who is going to stubbornly hold
on and reject the power that you're going to show him. Our God of forbearance is a greater God
of forbearance, simply because he is a God of such infinite power.

So as we look at these plagues, let's look at three of them real quickly this morning in Exodus
chapter seven through 12. The third plague was the plague of lice. In the Bible says there that
God through that rod, struck the dust of the land. We're not talking about dust as it flies through
our houses, or as we see those particles in the air when the sun shatters, shining through as we
see it on our coffee table.

What we're talking about here is the dirt of the land. The soil of the land was smitten, and that
soil became lice. Geb g-e-b was the god of the soil, and the Egyptians were dependent on fertile
soil, not lice for the growing of their crops, and for their entire economy, for their very lives. God
attacked the God of the dust.

The next plague, of course, was flies. Now it's arguable what kind of flies. A fly is, just a two
winged creature, but a two winged insect rather. But khepri k-h-e-p-r-i — was the god that had
the head of the fly.

The next plague, plague number five, was the sickness or murrain of the cattle. Hathor had the
head of a cow, and I'll just tell you that cows in Egypt were very important for the products, the



immediate products that they produced. But for transportation to carry things from one place to
the other, to build things, then to bring in their military supplies, to stockpile what they needed to
be, the great power that they were. For farming, for plowing, and for the very maintenance of
their economy and their livelihood.

God struck Hathor, the god that had the head of a cow. He struck Khepri, the god that had the
head of a fly. And he struck Geb, the god of the soil. But God wasn't just picking out random
gods here, random idols to strike because they had 2000 gods. He was humbling them for a
mighty day of deliverance from slavery for his people.

He was forbearing with the people of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, even though he already
knew. In the past he watched those heads of the 12 tribes sell Joseph into Egypt and go and lie
to it about —go and lie about it to father Jacob. He had watched all of that. He knew that they
were going to turn from him.

He even already knew that this people was going to go into captivity, because of their rebellion
against him, and because their involvement in the very idolatrous practices that he was now
striking in Egypt. But he was a God of forbearance. And aren't we thankful as we try to raise up
against our enemy, our slavery, the slavery of sin and the enemy that is the devil?

Aren't we thankful that he found an intercessor to send for us? And to say, | am that | am, and
I'm able to deliver you? | hope you have a great day.



