
Dig-a-bit Month 2 Episode 4 
The God of More: More in His Covenant 
Cindy Colley 
 

Seeing the Covenant in Suffering 
 
Good morning. This is dig a bit number four for our study of the God of More. And we are in 
month two. So we are moving right along. I want to emphasize to you that it is still not too late to 
invite your friends along. It's never really too late, but it's an easy catch up for this year's study 
at this point, so I hope that you're still inviting. 
 
Actually, I was in Texas over the weekend, and so there are a couple of new people there who 
are going to just step right in, and it's not going to be any problem at all. Mailing out some books 
today. So I hope that, if you know someone who can benefit from the study, you will invite them 
along for the ride. 
 
Today we are finishing up our lesson about the God of More Covenant and I love this lesson. I 
think that if you're drinking deeply, as I'm trying to, your understanding that as God made his 
covenant with Abraham, perhaps Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, their wives Rachel and Leah, and 
Rebecca and Sarah, those women thought that they were being promised a son, an heir, and 
maybe a father of one of many nations on the earth, when really what they were getting to 
partake in was so much more. 
 
They were being introduced into the covenant that would come through Jesus Christ, who was 
God Himself, come to earth to die on the cross, to be buried, to conquer Satan, to conquer 
death, and to give us the hope of eternal life. That Abrahamic covenant that we're talking about 
was a covenant not with a man, but with all of the people of all of the earth. 
 
I mean, the invitation to be a part of that covenant was for all people, and it was just in their 
pleas to God for whatever it was for babies, for protection, for the posterity of of their 
generations. All of those things were the their pleas were answered in such a more 
magnanimous way than they could have even imagined. 
 
And that's what this chapter is about. So I hope that you are getting more that concept for 
generations that occurred between Abraham and Christ, and for the generations that have 
occurred since Christ and involve us and our children, that when we cry out to God, sometimes 
the answer is so much bigger than our plea. So when we look at this, I want us to think about 
just quickly in our text. 
 
We were in chapter 15 of Genesis, and we listed from chapter seven from in number seven. 
Rather, in our book, we listed the components of the promises to Abraham. And the first one 
was that this seed promise was going to be of Abraham's own KJV says bowels. It was of his 
own body that this seed promise would come. 
 



Number two it was as the number of the stars. Number three it was the fact that his seed would 
be in the land of Canaan. And number four, they were going to be 400 years of Egyptian 
affliction. That was in the promise. There would be great substance for Israel when Egypt was 
judged. So God was going to judge Egypt, and they were going to leave there with many, many 
riches. 
 
God also said that you will go away at a good old age in peace to Abraham. He said, the fourth 
generation will return here to the land of Canaan. And then he said, the bounds of the Canaan 
inheritance in verse 18 will be thus and so. And he very specifically named the boundaries of 
the land that they would inhabit. 
 
Those are some specific promises. I love the fact that when we get to the New Testament and 
we get to Steven's martyrdom in Acts seven, he actually is going to give his life in behalf of this 
covenant. Stephen is. And so when we get to Acts 7, he rehearses the fulfillment of all of those 
promises that God made to Abraham in Genesis 15. 
 
And I love the fact that he so well in detail for his, I don't know, 20 minute oration that he gave 
before he gave his life– in detail there he says, all of these promises that were given to 
Abraham were fulfilled. He actually begins by saying, The God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran and said to him, get out of the 
country and from your kindred, and come into the land that I'm going to show you. 
 
And he came out of the land, and he dwelt in Haran. When his father was dead, he removed 
him into this land where in ye now dwell. Notice that Stephen is talking to people that are about 
to kill him, and he says, you are part of the fulfillment of this promise. And he gave him none 
inheritance? No, not so much as the set 
 
His foot on. Yet he promised that he would give it to him. And Stephen's looking at the people 
and saying, and here you are. He was going to give it to him for possession. Verse five, and to 
his seed after him, when as yet he had no child. And God spoke on this wise or in this way, that 
his seed should sojourn in a strange land, and that they should bring them into bondage, and 
entreat them evilly with evil for 400 years. 
 
Wait a minute. What is the promise that we just read from Genesis chapter 15? Yeah, we read 
the promise as it was being made, and it did involve I'm flipping back here right now. It involves 
400 years of Egyptian affliction. And then Stephen here in acts seven, just before they stone him 
and he goes to meet with God, the promise maker himself. 
 
Stephen says it came to pass exactly as God said it would. The difference is, of course, that 
Stephen's on the other side of the Messiah. He can see so much more being involved in the 
promise than could really Abraham having vision back in Genesis 15. What I want us to notice, 
though, about acts chapter seven, when Stephen is pointing out that God has kept every one of 
his promises, and he's pointing out to those Jews that God did all of this in your behalf so that 



you could partake in the kingdom of the Messiah that came through that nation, that God began 
to build. 
 
In Genesis 15. He's pointing this out to Jews who are apart of the promise, but who are about to 
kill him. That's what happens by the time we get to acts chapter seven. So I want you to notice 
is that there were all kinds of points in this more that God was doing in this amazing way, that 
God was keeping his promises. 
 
There were times when it became very hard through human eyes, to comprehend that God was 
keeping his promise, and that he was doing yay, so much eternally more than he had than We 
had understood that promise to be. That's the way it is with God's promises. Many times, as we 
are living in his light, as we are trying our best to trust him, there come trials of this testing 
ground, many of many of which are from the devil, all of which really originated in Genesis 
three, when we have the first sin. 
 
But those trials are tests of our faith. They are in no way compromises of God's promises. So 
let's just look really quickly at some of the verses in acts seven and see this to be the case, and 
take it for our own lives, that when you're coming upon a day and you're saying, wow, how did 
this crisis occur in my life? 
 
Where does this black piece of the puzzle fit? I don't know what I'm going to do with this. God, I 
am afraid when you come to those days, I want you to remember acts chapter seven and how 
that there were many points at which people were a part of the covenant of God. They were 
fulfilling the more that God had promised to Abraham and yet there were days when I'm sure 
they cried out to God, why is this happening to me? 
 
So we're just going to pick one. We'll start in verse nine of acts chapter seven and look at 
Joseph. The patriarchs–That is Joseph's brothers. This is the time of the coat of many colors. 
Remember, moved with envy, they sold Joseph into Egypt, but God was with him. Do we have 
any record that when Joseph was rolling away on that cart with the Midianites or the 
Ishmaelites, do we have any record that God just appeared to him and said, I'm with you, 
Joseph. 
 
No, and I'm sure Joseph, looking back upon his brothers that were moved with envy and 
realizing that he was going hundreds of miles away from his family and from his father, who had 
blessed him with that coat, and looking at that coat in their hands just before they were going to 
go dip it in the blood. I'm sure there were question marks in his mind, and I'm sure he had no 
idea that he was going to be a catalyst to the growth of a nation down in Egypt, as God had 
promised there are going to be those days when you say, Is God keeping His word? 
 
Is what God said really going to come to pass in my life? 
 
Verse 11, there came a dearth or a famine over all the land of Egypt. This is when Joseph is in 
prison in Egypt. Things have gotten even worse for him and great affliction. And our fathers 



found no sustenance. That is Jacob back at home, thinking that Joseph, his son, had been killed 
by a wild animal, now is hungry. 
 
He is the third in, you know, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. He's the patriarch, the one who bore all of 
the sons who were going to be the 12 tribes of Israel. But right now, what he's worried about is 
what is going to feed those heads of the 12 tribes of Israel. He doesn’t even, probably even in 
his mind, even know the the big, huge nation that was going to come from those 12 sons that he 
had. 
 
All he knew was that they were about to die from hunger. Sometimes the picture becomes 
smaller in our minds than the one that God has. I'm remembering that every day as I go through 
trials in this life, I have to remind myself that what I'm dealing with today may be a catalyst for 
something huge that God is doing. 
 
Someone sent me a plaque not very long ago. Thank you Kathy Carol that says I'm 
remembering today the things that I prayed about. I'm enjoying those blessings. Give me the 
exact wording. I'm thinking today about those blessings. I'm looking at those blessings that I 
only was praying for a while back. I'm going to have to go look at the exact wording of that. 
 
It's just around the corner, but if I get up, you have a lot of extra noise on this. On this recording. 
So there's a famine. That was another time when I'm sure that Patriarch Jacob was thinking, 
we're going to die. People are dying around us, and then what's going to happen to the promise 
of God. Read on down–And let's skip down to verse 17, when the time of the promise drew near 
which God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt. 
 
Listen, till another king arose, a king who knew not Joseph. And that king dealt subtilly with our 
kindred, the people of Israel, and treated them in evil ways, so that they cast out their young 
babies to the end, that they might not live. This is the Pharaoh who killed all the babies of Israel, 
all the baby boys of Israel in the land of Egypt. 
 
And this is when you remember Moses is going to be rescued from the Nile River, and he's 
going to eventually become a leader. But they don't know all that at this time. The people, what 
they know is that they are living in a generation where our people have become many, but we're 
slaves, and they're not even giving us the materials with which to make the bricks for the 
Pharaoh. 
 
And we're sometimes feeling the whips on our backs. And this king is treating us in ways that 
are inhumane. Is God there? And yet they were a part of the covenant that was going to bring 
the Messiah. That's what we have to keep in mind. Verse 21. And when he was cast out, this is 
Moses was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter–  
 
He's in the Nile River, is floating in a basket. But what they couldn't see is this is the battleship 
that's going to take down the Pharaoh and deliver them. But they can't see that that day. What 



Jochebed sees in the river is her baby about to die. And when he was cast out, Pharaoh's 
daughter took him up and nourished him for her own son. 
 
But even at that point, even at that point, Jochebed didn't know that that Moses had a future that 
was going to turn good and bad and good again, and they were going to be all these trials along 
the way. And what they were seeing was the trial, what Jochebed was seeing that day when 
Moses was floating in the river, I'm sure was the trial. 
 
Just what can I do to save my son? And she didn't know that God, even in that, was working to 
save Cindy Colley from eternal damnation. He is the God of more than Moses. Grown up, sees 
one of his brethren. Verse 24 suffer wrong, defended him, avenged him that was oppressed, 
smote the Egyptian Egyptian. For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that 
God by his hand would deliver them. 
 
But they did not understand. Moses killed an Egyptian. And Moses by this time knew that he 
was going to be set one day to deliver. He knew that his purpose in the palace was to deliver 
the Israelites from that oppression. He knew that. And so he was just merely eliminating the first 
one of those oppressors in a way that God was going to end up eliminating the army of 
Pharaoh. 
 
We know that. But on this day, what were the people saying? Yeah, they were seeing severe 
oppression without hope of an end, and they weren't seeing the big picture that God was about 
to deliver them, to go and put them in the land that he promised. Abraham all those four 
generations ago. Verse 29 then fled Moses at this saying, and he was a stranger in the land of 
Midian, where he begat two sons. 
 
So Moses had to go away for 40 years and be a shepherd. He was the son of a pharaoh, a 
potential pharaoh himself turned obscure, poor, probably shepherd boy in the land of Midian. 
But God had a plan. I just want us to understand that on our days of… And I'm not minimizing 
our struggles, but on our days of severe struggles, trials, persecutions, afflictions, loss, 
loneliness, divorce, loss of children, whatever it might be, if we're serving him, whatever's 
happening to us on that day may seem horrendous. 
 
And it is. I'm not minimizing that, but sometimes we fail to see that we might not know exactly 
what God is going to do, because he is the God of immeasurably more than we ask or imagine. 
All of these people in acts chapter seven were suffering, but they were not able to comprehend 
the infinity, the infinite resources, the infinite knowledge, the infinite power of the one who was in 
his own time. 
 
Which seems very slow for us sometimes, but he was in his own time, and in his perfect timing 
he was bringing about their salvation through the giving of his only son, and he was waiting for, 
as the scriptures call it, the fullness of time. I love it, I love the promise in Genesis 15. I love the 
review that Stephen, just before he gives his life for that covenant, gives us in acts seven, 
walking a step by step through the fulfillment of the promise of Genesis 15. 



 
And then I love the fact that as we examine those details, we see suffering people. We see 
people who aren't thinking about the more, but rather the moment. I want to challenge us to get 
God out of our mental box and to realize that whatever you're going through, if you are faithful to 
him, he can use and is using what his faithful people are going through to keep his covenant 
with us and to one day bring us to the New Jerusalem here on this earth, which is His church, 
and finally that New Jerusalem in heaven around his throne, the city of God that is eternal. 
 
I hope you have a great day. 
 
 


