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More: The Sun of Righteousness

Well, we have sadly come to the end of our study of the God of more. But you know, really, we
will never stop studying the God of more. So long as we live here on this earth. We're about to
dig into a brand new study and it'll be about him. It'll have a different title, it'll take a different
direction for some of the lessons, but I'm so excited to keep studying along with you.

| want to close this study by going to Malachi 4 and then Mark 2. So if you open up your Bible to
Malachi 4, | want to draw our attention to the Son of Righteousness in Malachi 4. We'll begin
with verse one— For behold, the day comes, that shall burn as an oven, and all the proud ye,
and all that do wickedly shall be stubble.

And the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch. There's going to come a day when God is done with the wicked
permanently, and they will be neither root nor branch. But unto you who fear my name shall the
sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.

And he shall go forth and grow up as calves of the stall. Well, one view of that is that the Son of
righteousness, s-u-n is really the Son of righteousness, Jesus Christ as s-0-n and that it is
referring to the person of Jesus Christ, who came to the earth with healing in his wings, both
spiritual and physical.

Another view is that it refers to the people of Christ, the people, the followers of Christ, who are
given the light. And you shall go forth then and grow up as calves of the stall. That that is a rural
metaphor there, that it'll be like calves released from the stall out into the pasture, frolicking. And
it's a delightful thing to think about.

But as we look at this passage, whether it's talking about Jesus Christ or his followers, you
know, I'm happy either way because I'm going to bask in the s-u-n, because | want to be one of
the righteous who lives on forever, even as the wicked become, as ashes under the feet of the
righteous. Verse three. You shall tread down the wicked, for they shall be ashes under the soles
of your feet.

In the day that | shall do this, says the Lord of hosts. Well, these are victory verses. These are
victory verses for those who are righteous in the final day of the Lord when he returns. | love this
analogy of the s-u-n, and as | did turn, as our next question asks us to, to the New Testament to
look at one of the days of healing of Jesus, or chapters of healing of Jesus on this earth.

| directed my attention to Mark chapter two. So if you look at Mark chapter two, we'll go there
together, because | believe the physical healing of Jesus is so much more in Mark chapter two



than that man who could be let down through the roof could ask or imagine. But Mark, chapter
two is also a place where the spiritual healing stands in and makes the physical healing pale
into insignificance, and the spiritual healing is emphasized in that chapter as well.

So Mark chapter two, and Jesus is going to have a very, very busy day here. He enters into
Capernaum after some days, and it was noise that he was in the house. People heard about the
fact that Jesus, the one who could heal, was in a certain house. And so a lot of people were
gathered together in so much that there was no room to receive them.

No, not so much as about the door. And he preached the word to them, and they came to him,
bringing one who was sick of the palsy, born of four. And they couldn't come near to him for the
press. So they uncovered the roof where he was, and when they had broken it up, they let down
the bed, where on the sick of the palsy lay.

And when Jesus saw their faith, he said, son, your sins are forgiven you. Wait a minute. Jesus
saw their faith, and he saw this man who was very sick and was being let down on a bed
through the roof, and he started talking about forgiveness, the spiritual healing. But there were
certain of the scribes sitting there reasoning in their hearts why is this man speaking
blasphemies.

Only God can forgive sins. And immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so
reasoned within themselves, he said, why are you thinking this in your heart? Which is easier to
say, your sins be forgiven you, or arise and take up your bed and walk, but so that you may
know that the Son of Man has power to forgive sins.

| say to you, arise and take up your bed and go your way into your house. | love that. Jesus said
it's the same amount of words practically, which is one is easier to say, arise, take up your bed
and walk. That would work. He would walk or your sins are forgiven you because Jesus was
saying, | can do either one.

Either one is the same for me. | am God, | can do either one. But so that you can believe | can
forgive sins, I'm going to make the man walk. You see, you're going to see the physical so that
you can know that | am the Son of God and | can forgive sins. The physical healing was always
to confirm the spiritual power of the Lord Jesus Christ or the word.

| love this where the spiritual healing stands in contrast or in juxtaposition to the physical
healing. And Jesus is just using the simple physical healing to show us the more that he can
give us in the spiritual healing. So then he goes forth again by the seaside, and all the multitude
resorted to him, and he taught them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus,
sitting at the place of toll.

And he said, follow me. And he rose and followed him. And Jesus was sitting, eating in his
house. And many publicans and sinners were sitting together with Jesus and his disciples. For



there were many, and they followed him. What do you mean, there were many? | love that
phrase. Even stuck in there. There was a lot of sin.

The real problem was that the palsy being let down through the roof, or the leper, or the issue of
blood. The real problem was, the eternal problem was the sin. In verse 16, when the scribes
and Pharisees saw him eating with the publicans and sinners, they said, how is it that he eats
and drinks with publicans and sinners?

And here's the key of the whole passage, where the physical is standing in juxtaposition to the
spiritual. When Jesus heard it, he said, oh, those that are whole or well don't need the
physician, but those who are sick. | didn't come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.
It's more, it's more than the physical healing. It is that the Son of Righteousness has spiritual
healing in his wings.

And | am so thankful for the more | didn't get to be there on the day that the palsied man was let
down through the roof, | didn't know the woman who touched the hem of his garment. | didn't
know the blind or the sick or the lame. | didn't know the widow whose son was raised at Nan.

| didn't get to see the physical healing, but | get to be very much a part of the more the spiritual
healing in the wings of the Sun of Righteousness. Malachi chapter four.

| hope that you are having a lot of reflection as you finish the study. | hope that you're falling on
your proverbial knees, at least to thank God for the more that he's given us in Christ. And | hope
that you see the abundance of the more as we look forward to heaven together. Have a great
day!



