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More: One Amazing Life in Shunem 
 
Hello. I hope that you're having a good day and we are down to dig a bit. Number three, on our 
very last chapter of The God of More. As we think about some of the more that we didn't get to 
include in the other chapters, we're thinking about more healing. And I also am just going to say 
that more healing and more glory are really hard to separate topically, because of course, the 
healing that's occurring in the Book of Second Kings under the prophetic work of Elisha is giving 
great glory to God through famine, through pestilence. 
 
And as we study, it is amazing to think about the glory that's coming from the healing and some 
of these episodes that are occurring, these incidences that are occurring in the life of Elisha we 
don't even hear about in our sermons. We don't hear about them in our classes. I'm thinking 
about in chapter four that pot that was infested or infected and there was death in the pot, and 
Elisha put some meal in the pot and then there was no harm in it. 
 
And the hungry people were able to eat, thinking about the man of God coming with just 20 
loaves of barley and, well, the the man from Baal, Shailesh in verse 42 of chapter four, who 
brought the man of God, bread of the first fruits, 20 loaves of barley, and full ears of corn in the 
husk thereof. 
 
And he said, give to the people that they may eat. And he said, why should I set this before 100 
men? And then Elisha said, give it to the people that they may eat. So he said it before them, 
and they ate, and they left thereof according to the word of the Lord. They were leftovers from 
that food. 
 
You know, we think about Christ feeding the multitudes. But this wasn't the first time Elijah, the 
prophet of God, was a great man who showed the more of God constantly. As we think about 
chapter four, though, we do often hear the story about this woman of Shunem. She's called a 
great woman, and Elisha came through Shunem apparently often, and he would eat bread with 
her as often as he passed by. 
 
And so she said to her husband, let's make a little room for him. And on the wall, let's put a bed 
and a table and a stool and a candlestick. Four items of hospitality there from the heart of this 
woman, giving the best that she had to the man of God. And you'll remember, the reward was 
more than she could have ever asked or imagined. 
  
They, in the end, ask her what would be done for her. And she said, I dwell among my people. 
I'm fine. I don't need anything. And so then they called her. And Gehazi said she doesn't have a 
child, and her husband's old. And so then she was given this child, and she, of course, loved 
this child, thinking she would never have a child. 



 
But then we remember the more continues. When the child was grown, he went out to his father 
in the reapers, and he called out that his head was hurting and the child died. Through the 
series of events, we don't know exactly when he died. We know that they couldn't get him to 
speak and they couldn't feel his breath. 
 
And then Elisha went in and the child was dead on his bed. And we remember that Elisha laid 
down on the child and put his mouth on, on the child's mouth and his eyes on his eyes and his 
hands on the child's hands, and stretched himself. And it says, the flesh of the child waxed 
warm. What a moment! 
 
Elisha, through the power of God, is raising this child from the dead. And Elisha is able to say to 
the woman, take up your son. Then she went in and fell at Elisha’s feet, and bowed herself to 
the ground and took up her son and went out. So that was a great story of a woman who 
expected nothing in return for hospitality. 
 
But our God of more gave her more than she asked or imagined. But I think sometimes we 
forget the end of the story of the Shumemite woman, because we read about her again over in 
chapter eight. Then spoke Elisha (chapter eight) unto the woman whose son he had restored to 
life, saying, arise, you go and your household and sojourn or travel wherever you can, for the 
Lord is called for a famine, and it shall also come upon the land for seven years. 
 
And this woman went into the land of the Philistines with her family, and traveled there for seven 
years in the land of the Philistines, historic enemies, of course, of the people of God. And it 
came to pass, verse three of chapter eight. At the end of the seven years, the woman came 
back out of the land of the Philistines, and went forth to cry to the king for her house and for her 
land. 
 
During the seven years her house and her land had been overtaken by other people who were 
also enduring a famine. And the king talked with, get this— Gehazi, the servant of the man of 
God, saying, tell me, I pray you all the great things that Elisha has done well, Gehazi we 
remember, is not a great, great character. When the woman son had fallen out with his 
headache and was dying, Gehazi met the woman and she came to Elisha and he said, is it 
well? 
 
 
And she said, it's well. She did not want to talk to Gehazi. She wanted to go straight to the man 
of God. And then we remember in another incident when Naaman was heald, Gehazi was the 
one who went out for the money he wanted, you know, something from Naaman, who had been 
healed from his leprosy. And so he went out secretly and asked Naaman for some money for 
that. 
 
So Gehazi’s motives weren't always good. And so here he is, standing before the king and the 
king, saying, I want to hear about some of the good things that Elisha has done. And it came to 



pass, as Gehazi was telling the King how he had restored a dead body to life, that behold, the 
woman whose son he had restored to life cried to the king for her house in her land. 
 
So Gehazi was there. I'm not sure if it's the exact moment, but Gehazi was there saying there 
was this boy who was brought to life. This woman, this great woman of Shunem, lost her son 
and she didn't even tell. He didn't even tell the king that the reason she had a son was because 
of the glory of God. 
 
But she lost her son and Elisha restored his life. And while the king's ruminating on that, 
suddenly here is the woman whose son had restored to life, and she said while I was gone, and 
traveling in the land of the Philistines, my house and my land were taken over. And Gehazi said, 
my lord, oh, King, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha had restored to life. 
 
What was God doing there? Well, a couple of things. He was giving that the king the evidence of 
his glory, of his healing power at that moment. Here's the woman. The king is seeing her not just 
hearing that somebody came to life. But there's the evidence right there before him. And when 
the king asked the woman, verse six, she told him so the king appointed to her a certain officer, 
saying, restore all that was hers and all the fruits of the field, since the day that she left the land, 
even until now, if we're going to do a little chronology of this woman's life, I think at the end of 
the day we'd say, wow, this is amazing.  
 
She had a house at the time the prophet of God needed one, she offered some simple 
hospitality. She was given a child that she thought she would never have. The child's life was 
taken and immediately restored by the prophet of God. She watched her— well, she may have 
been in the opposite room, but she watched as her son came back to life again. 
 
She was warned from a divine warning from the prophet of God about the pestilence and the 
famine. She left the land and survived in the land of the Philistines came back, her land had 
been overtaken, and she went to the king to plead for her land in her house back again. And 
while she was pleading with the king, he was also asking Elisha about the miracles of God. 
 
Coincidence? No, we have the providence of God here intervening for this woman once again, 
and she is. Her land is restored to her. This is more this is the more of God. And certainly the 
healing power of God is all over this woman's life. What an amazing chronicle. And sometimes I 
think we get the first part, but we don't get the end of her life. 
 
She saw the more of God all through her life. Now one more thing— we think about this prophet 
Gehazi, standing before the King after the raising of the widow's son. In fact, seven years after 
the raising of the widow's son, there's a question. Can you think of what the conflict might be in 
our minds as we think about her standing before the King, and we think about Gehazi standing 
before the King? 
 
Well, you remember when Gehazi went out for the money in the case of Naaman, what 
happened to Gehazi at the end of the chapter? Let's do verse 25 of chapter five of Second 



Kings. But he went in and stood before his master. And Elisha said, why are you coming here? 
Gehazi? And where did you go? And Gehazi said, I didn't go anywhere. And he said, yeah, my 
heart went with you. When the man turned again from his chariot to meet you. Is it a time to 
receive money and to receive garments and olive yards and vineyards, and sheep and oxen 
and men, servants and maidservants? Are you trying to get rich off the more that God is doing? 
 
And then he pronounced this. Verse 27, the leprosy, therefore of Naaman shall cleave to you 
and to your seed forever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow. So 
during that episode, that incident when Naaman was raised, Gehazi became a leper. Okay. 
What are lepers? What's—What do they have to do for the rest of their lives? 
 
They have to stay away from people. Why is Gehazi standing before the king here? Telling what 
the prophet has done if he is a leper? Well, there is a non sequential arrangement in the Book of 
Kings. The author of kings often will group narratives thematically together in this. Elijah. Ahab, 
Elisha cycle. So in second Kings eight 1 to 6, that's when Gehazi stands before the king telling 
him what Elisha has done. 
 
It's kind of an epilogue to the Shunemite story, and it kind of puts the circle around Elisha's 
miracles in his life and his restoration. So there's nothing in 8:1-6 that forces it to follow the 
Naaman episode chronologically. So if I were doing a chronological Bible and I've looked this up 
and some people just leave Naaman right there in between the raising of the widow's son and 
the appearance before the king. 
 
Well, I don't think that could be because he was a leper at the end of the Naaman chapter. I 
think the Naaman chapter is going to have to come after the appearance before the King if we 
put them in chronological order. So there's also a Hebrew verb tense that is of interest in eight 
four. There's the participle, was recounting. 
 
So in Second Kings eight, verse four, it says, the king talked withGehazi the servant of the man 
of God, saying, tell me, I pray you all the great things that Elisha has done. Well. That participle 
implies habitual or background action, not necessarily tied to the immediate time frame. So tell 
me all of the things that he has done. 
 
Give me a sort of a synopsis of what Elisha has done. Well, that doesn't necessarily tie the 
things that he's recounting to the immediate time frame. So I think that's important for us to 
know to. So the answer, of course, it's a quandary. While I was a leper going to be standing 
before the king in chapter eight, well, he wasn't. It couldn't have been that way. 
 
What we have to assume is that, like in many instances in the Kings, the accounts are not told 
in exact chronological order. All right. I hope that that has helped you. But I especially hope that 
when you think about this woman of Shunem from now on, you don’t end her story when her 
son was raised, because there's more to her story in chapter eight. And it is an amazing more in 
the healing power of our God. I hope that you have a great day. 
 


