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At Zarephath; More in Good Times and Bad 
 

Hi there! I hope you're still enjoying the study of more. We are almost done with it and it makes 
me want to just treasure every page now, because I've enjoyed this study so very much. 
Because it's the Word of God. When we look at First Kings chapter 17 with me tonight we're 
going to see Elijah, the tishbite, going down to the brook of Cherith, being fed there by the 
ravens and drinking the water of the brook until it dried up. 
 
And then the Lord said to him to go to a widow of Zarephath. And that God had commanded a 
widow woman there to sustain him. I guess I'm going to be a little bit critical of this widow 
woman there, because God had commanded her to sustain the prophet, and yet she still had a 
little bit of trouble sustaining him. 
 
She was going to fetch it. He called to her and said —she was going to get his water— He 
called to her and said, verse 11, chapter 17, First Kings. He said, bring me, I pray thee, a morsel 
of bread in your hand. And she said, as the Lord thy God lives, I do not have a cake, but just a 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse. 
 
And I'm gathering two sticks so that I can go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat 
it and die. Well, I think sometimes we forget that God had already commanded her to feed 
Elijah. So she really, really was not recognizing the more of God. The trusting in God will 
produce, the more in our lives. 
 
That's just the way it is. So Elijah then says, don't be afraid. Go and do as you have said. It 
really is. Go. Go and do what God has said. Make me a little cake first and bring it to me. And 
after that you make your cake for you and your son. And then he promised her that her cruse of 
oil would never waste. 
 
And the barrel of meal would never waste, and the cruse of oil would never fail until the day of 
the Lord sends rain on the earth. And so she went then, and did what Elijah told her to do. And 
she and her household did eat many days from that barrel of meal, and that cruse of oil that did 
not fail. 
 
God did more than she could have ever asked or imagined, even though she was caught in the 
throes of doubt and really disobedience when the prophet came to her. But now I wanted us to 
see how that she has come to believe, obviously. But then in verse 17, after these things, after 
she had eaten many days from that barrel of meal and that cruse of oil, the son of the woman, 
the mistress of the house fell sick, and his sickness was so bad that there was no breath left in 
him. 
 



And she said, what have I to do with you? Oh, you man of God! And she really didn't at this 
point really believe he was the man of God, because we're going to see that in a minute. Are 
you coming to me to call my son to remembrance and to slay my son? And then we know that 
Elijah said, give me thy son. 
 
And he took the son up and stretched himself on the child three times. Cried to the Lord, prayed 
to God, let this child soul come into him again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah in the soul 
of the child came unto him again. And he revived. And Elijah took the child, and brought him 
down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him into his mother. 
 
And Elijah said, see, your son lives now. It's verse 24 that I really want us to notice. I believe 
that this widow had doubted that God was going to bless her in the beginning for obedience, 
because he commanded her to do something, and then she was very reluctant to do it. But now 
in verse 24, now the woman says to Elijah, now by this, when that is the rising of the son, by this 
I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth. 
 
What? Did she not know he was the man of God when she ate that meal for all those days from 
that barrel that was empty. And when she mixed that meal up with the oil that was in the cruise 
that never ran out, did she not know from that that he was a man of God? I'm just here to say 
today that I believe when we fall into reversals, bad things happen to good people. 
 
When we find ourselves in those situations, it's really easy for us to think less of the more. What 
I mean to say is, like this woman and like Naomi, who when she went down into the land of 
Moab and suffered all of that loss, she had been a woman who trusted in God before the 
reversals. But when she came back, she said, call me bitter. 
 
Don't call me Naomi anymore. Call me Mara, which means bitter. And sometimes we are like 
Naomi or like this woman here in First Kings chapter 17. She had all the reason in the world to 
trust in God prior to the death of her son. But then when her son died, she began to reproach 
the prophet of the Lord. 
 
And then it wasn't until the prophet of the Lord raised him from the dead that she said, oh, well, 
now I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth. 
What I want to say from First Kings 17 is that He's the God of more, and he's the God of more in 
the good times, and he's the God of more in the bad times. 
  
And it is through the bad times that we prove our faith, that we trust him, knowing that if we trust 
him, we will once again see his more either in this lifetime or on those eternal shores when 
we're around his throne, praising his name forever, he gives more. And let us not forget that in 
the times of reversal in this life, have a good one. 
 
 


