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Nehemiah and the Shaking for Holiness. 
 

All right. Good morning. We are so glad that you are able to be with us. We are in Alabama right 
now. I'm about to leave to go to Branson to polishing the pulpit in Branson. I'm really excited to 
hear, to get to see and to talk to diggers in Branson. We're going to have a little award 
ceremony when we're there.And I have one of the diggers who's going to be in Branson with 
me. I have Sha Miller. Good morning.  
 
Good morning.  
 
And Sha is from the great state of Louisiana. We're not going to talk about Bama and LSU right 
now, but we are going to talk about God's Word. Sha is married to Bart. And tell us a little bit 
about your family. You have boys and how old are they? 
 
I have Maddox and he is 12 and Cullen is ten.  
 
And so this is really perfect right now because my grandson, Ezra is in the neighborhood and 
they are having lots of fun together. They are playing I think today they played Nerf Wars. And 
what are those other guns that they're playing with? Laser tag. They're playing laser tag. And 
then they I've also seen a real BB gun going around. So they're having lots of fun and they're 
mostly down at Hannah's house. But today, while it's a little bit quiet in here, that's really rare 
these days, isn't it?  
 
Yes, ma'am.  
 
So. While it's a little bit quiet in here. We're going to do dig a bit number four for a month 11. And 
we're talking about the holiness of our God. And Sha is further along than I am in the book. And 
so we are going to be discussing if you are in the book, it's on page 115 and it's really from the 
book of Nehemiah, Nehemiah two. We're going to talk about a little bit Nehemiah six, and then 
we are going to talk a little bit about the end of the book. So number two says that we— before 
we read some of Nehemiah, and now we're going to go back and read chapters 2 to 8 and look 
for the two prayers for sanctification and holiness. I really wanted us to look at Nehemiah 2 first 
and talk about that. Really, I believe Nehemiah 2 is really there's going to be more than one 
prayer in that chapter, I think. But in the first, in the first couple of verses, it says it came to pass 
in the month  Nissan in the 20th year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him. And of 
course, Nehemiah was the cupbearer to the king, and he gave it to the king, and it said he had 
at been before times sad in his presence. Why was Nehemiah sad in the book of Nehemiah? 
He was sad because and I know that, you know, you reviewed this if you were, especially if you 
were in Lads to Leaders, you reviewed this. He was sad because Jerusalem was falling down. I 
mean, the gate was falling down. The the walls of the city were falling down. And he was sad 



because here they are in captivity, and the city of Jerusalem is just really in ruins. And the king 
said, why are you sad seeing you're not sick? This is nothing else but sorrow of heart. And then 
he was afraid and said to the king, let the king live forever. Why shouldn't my countenance be 
sad when the city, the place of my forefathers sepulchers, lies in waste, and the gates thereof 
are consumed with fire? I love this part. Then the king said, for what are you making requests? 
Verse four. So I prayed to the God of heaven, he prays to the Holy God, and then immediately 
he turns to the king and said, if it pleased the king, and if your servants found favor in your sight, 
that you would send me to Judah, to the city of my father's sepulchers that I might build it. Don’t 
you love it there that Nehemiah just on the spot before he answered the King, he said that quick 
prayer to God. I love that fact. But then in chapter two, there's there's a prayer, another prayer, 
and then we go to the one we're going to concentrate on today. And that's in Nehemiah chapter 
six. Now in chapter six, we talk about something that may not even be considered a prayer, and 
that one's about shaking. And the other names, some specific non sanctified people. 
So we find one in Nehemiah chapter. Whoops I said six, but we found one in Nehemiah chapter 
five in verse 13. But I really want to begin at the beginning of the chapter. There was a great cry 
among the people and their wives against their brethren, the Jews. So we are talking about 
Jewish people here crying against their brethren, the Jews. And what was their big complaint 
against the Jews? They had several things that they listed, but it was mostly… 
 
Usury. They were taking their land and their houses and money.  
 
They were taking their land, their houses, their money   in taxes that were unfair taxes. These 
Jews were taking advantage of other Jews. And Nehemiah is going to call them out on that in 
verse six. What does it say? Was Nehemiah's attitude there when he found out about it?  
 
And he became very angry when he heard their outcry. And these words. 
 
Okay, so when he heard these things, he I love verse seven—What does your version say at the 
first of verse seven?  
 
After serious thought.  
 
Okay, After serious thought. Mine is funny because it says after I consulted with myself. So he 
thought about this in his heart and he knew it was wrong. And verse seven says, he rebuked the 
nobles and the rulers and said to them, you exact usury every one of his brother. And I set a 
great assembly against them. And I said to them, we our ability have redeemed our brethren, 
the Jews, which were sold to the heathen. And are you going to sell your brethren? He says, we 
came all the way back here, and we're trying to rebuild our city, and now you're abusing each 
other, and you're not even foreigners. You're abusing brethren against brethren. And it says, 
then they held their peace and found nothing to answer. I guess they didn't have anything to 
answer. And then in verse 19, go ahead. What did Nehemiah say there? I mean verse nine, 
sorry.  
 



Then I said, what you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God because 
of the reproach of the nations, our enemies?  
 
I love that too. We're studying the holiness of God, and he says, the people around us are 
watching you and you're not exhibiting to them. You're worse than they are to our people. You're 
not exhibiting to them the holiness of our God. So Nehemiah says, I likewise, and my brethren 
and my servants might exact of them money and corn. I pray you, let us leave off this usury. And 
then he says, verse 11, restore, I pray you to them even this day, their lands, their vineyards, 
their olive yards, their houses also the hundredth part of the money in the corn, the wine and the 
oil that you have exacted of them. And then they said, we will restore them and will require 
nothing of them. So will we do as you say. Then I called the priests, and took an oath of them 
that they should do according to this promise. Now verse 13 is what we wanted to look at. What 
does it say he did there as sort of a picture of what he was saying in words. He's going to give 
them a real live illustration. So what does he say he did there in verse 13?  
 
He shook out the fold of his garment and said, so may God shake out each man from his house 
and from his property who does not perform the promise. This promise even thus may he be 
shaken out and emptied.  
 
That's an amazing little illustration there. He shook his garment and he said, I'm going to shake 
out. May God shake out everyone who doesn't abide by the covenant that we're making today. 
And then I love what the congregation answered back. Amen. And they praise the Lord. And the 
people did according to this promise. So what I wanted us to notice here is that the holiness of 
God, you know, it wasn't just going back and rebuilding the city and overtaking the land. What it 
was is God wanted their hearts. God wanted them to observe his holiness and to be a separate 
people and not act like the nations around them. And so the question is, what about today, Sha? 
What does God have in. What does he have in place in his church today that would keep us 
sanctified separate from the world and holy? Does he have a shaking out today? And what 
could you think of that? That what passage could you think of that talked about the way that he 
keeps us shaken out and holy today. Did you come up with something there?   
 
I did. First Corinthians five, verses six and seven.  
 
Okay, let's just turn. Let's just turn to first Corinthians five, and let's kind of look at that whole 
chapter in context. So in 1 Corinthians 5 there was a really bad situation going on, and it was 
very immoral. And a man had taken his father's wife. And we've talked about this several times 
in Digging Deep before. But as it relates to the shaking out in the book of Nehemiah, I wanted 
us to notice it one more time. And in first Corinthians five this situation was happening, and 
there was an answer, a method, if you will, of purifying the church. So in verse one, it's reported 
commonly that there's fornication among you. And then he goes ahead and describes how that 
fornication, it's kind of like a Nehemiah, this is not even spoken of among the Gentiles. This is 
not even in the people who aren't Christians. And that's kind of how it was in Nehemiah. 
Nehemiah was saying, you're doing worse than the nations around you, and they don't even 
know God. And it doesn't in Nehemiah, it doesn't look good to them. And so here he says, 



you're puffed up and you're not mourning about it, that he who has done the deed might be 
taken away from among you. And then he says in verse four and five and six and seven, he tells 
them what to do about it and why. So if you read for me, Sha, verses four through seven, that'd 
be good. 
 
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. When you are gathered together along with my Spirit, with 
the power of our Lord Jesus Christ delivers such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorifying is not good. Do you not 
know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you 
may be new, maybe a new lump, since you are truly, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed 
Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us.  
 
Wowl, she's a fast reader. Alright, good. So he says, I love the way the verse four begins in the 
name of our Lord Jesus, which means by the authority of Jesus Christ. There's really not a lot of 
language in our New Testament that's stronger than this by the authority of Jesus Christ. When 
you are gathered together in my spirit, with the power of Jesus is with you, you deliver such and 
one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that the spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus. So the first object of the withdrawal of fellowship, that is, when we have to withdraw 
our common camaraderie I want to say —our fellowship and our encouragement of one another 
in our lives, in our pathways, whatever they are, when we're acting like Christ, he says, you're 
going to withdraw this fellowship by the authority of Jesus Christ, and you're doing that to save 
the spirit. 
 
You want to destroy the works of the flesh that are in this man. But that he may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus. And then he tells him in verse six that something isn't good.  
 
Your glorying is not good.  
 
Yeah. And then he says, don't you know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? So point 
one is that the man might be saved, but point two is because this leaven leavens a whole lump. 
What does that mean?  
 
It's growing.  
 
And it's going to affect the church. Right. So it's for the salvation of the man and it's for the 
purification of the church. So purge it out that you might be a new lump as you were 
unleavened. For Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us. So let us keep the feast. I love 
it because in Nehemiah, what they were doing is coming back to Jerusalem so that they could 
restore those feasts. And he's saying, Christ is our Passover, and we're going to restore that 
feast and get the wickedness out. Let us keep the feast not with leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I love that because what he's 
saying is, the people around you are not going to have respect for the holiness of God. This 
man himself is going to be lost. And thirdly, the church is going to suffer as a result of the sin in 
the church and not be the pure lump. And a little leaven leavens the whole lump. So I don't have 



this part filled out in my book. But Sha in her book has first Corinthians five, and then she has a 
little, a little explanation about how the withdrawal of fellowship today is the shaking of the 
garment that Nehemiah that we talk about in Nehemiah chapter five. So I love that. And then 
number five says, was this desire for purification a good thing that was blessed by God? And 
we're going to find that out when we read Nehemiah. And this is my favorite, probably my 
favorite prayer in Nehemiah is at the end of chapter five. So, Sha, if you'll turn to the end of 
chapter five and read us that prayer of Nehemiah. We're going to see by the end of the book 
that God really blessed Nehemiah because of his desire that Judah, as they came back to 
Jerusalem, his desire wasn't just about rebuilding a wall and rebuilding a temple and reinstating 
the rituals that they had enjoyed before their captivity. His desire was that the people recognize 
the holiness of God. So as we're looking at that, Sha, let's read his prayer at the end of chapter 
five.  
 
Remember me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.  
 
You know, Sha, when I think about the holiness of God, I would love it at the end of my work in 
this world if I could honestly pray to God, remember me for good according to all the work that I 
have done, and that would be, wouldn't it be a wonderful thing to be able to pray? 
 
Yes ma'am,  
 
I won't be able to pray at the end of my life without regret, but I hope that I will be able to pray. 
Without— with full remission and without anxiety about my eternal future. I hope that I will be 
able to pray knowing that I have been set apart by a holy God, and that, as Peter said, I am holy 
or set apart as God is holy. I love Nehemiah's shaking of the garment, and I love how that God 
continues even today, to purify his people, to have a process of purification for his people. And 
when we fail, as many congregations are today, to follow the pattern of First Corinthians five and 
to purify congregationally God's people, when we fail, we are obstructing the sanctification and 
holiness of God's people. And in a sense, we are. We are thwarting the holiness of God among 
his people. Would you say that?  
 
Yes ma’am 
 
Do you have anything further that you'd like to say? We're about to turn to the end of the book of 
Nehemiah, and look at how God did reward Nehemiah, and bless him according to all the good 
that he had done. And we don't read all of that good in in chapter five. But by the by the end of 
the book of Nehemiah, he had augmented the population of Jerusalem, that is, brought the 
people back. He had redeemed the Jews that had been sold into slavery among the heathen 
people. And what we read in chapter five is that he had abolished the borrowing on mortgage 
and money raising by selling children, even into slavery. He had. And we looked at this before 
we started talking today on the air. Remember, he, what did you do about the Sabbath? What 
were they doing on the Sabbath that we talked about? He made them strictly observed the 
Sabbath, restored again. Remember, you and I talked about this before we started, how that 



they were bringing stuff into Jerusalem to sell on the Sabbath day. And he stopped that, didn't 
he?  
 
And then he made a levy of a one third shekel temple tax toward temple services and fabric. He 
made this system of wood supply for temple sacrifices. He stopped their profaning the temple. 
He reinforced the payment of tithes. They had stopped paying their tithes as they were 
commanded in the Old Testament. And he commanded that what he commanded they do with 
all their foreign wives? 
 
To divorce them.  
 
Yeah. Divorce of the foreign wives and the reaffecting of national separation. What is national 
separation but holiness? It's being set apart by God for his purposes and stop intermingling and 
be a separate people. And then he had a lot of other regulations that he put into place about 
their gates and the actual wall of the temple. He's a great example to us all, but especially to all 
of the all of us in the church today who have neglected holiness. Many congregations have 
neglected holiness by failing to follow God's New Testament plan of purification. And if we're like 
Nehemiah, we're going to say, enough is enough. And the leaders of God's people are those 
who are to step in and say, we are to be a sanctified people, and we're going to go to God's plan 
as set forth in first Corinthians five and other places for purifying the church today. 
 
Anything else you want to say? Well, she thinks we've covered it. I'm really glad that they're 
here. We are. They are on their way to Branson. And where are you staying in Branson?  
 
Some round Rock condo. 
 
Okay. They have a condo. We'll be staying in the hotel, so it'll be a little bit different.  We have a 
hard time, like running back and forth anywhere but they’re—How old are your boys?  
 
12 and 10. 
 
12 and 10. And so they're going to love being in a condo where they can come back and hang 
out. And I don't know what's in the condo. Do you even know? 
 
Nothing—Nothing there. We spend most of our days at the convention. 
 
So just before we go, tell me a little bit. I know last year, tell me what Maddox did last year. He 
he was doing speech. And what happened.  
 
He did. He actually got chosen to deliver his speech on Monday. So we got to stay actually an 
extra day when we were planning to leave. And so he got to deliver that. And it was just it's just 
honored to get to do that and to to learn under those that he got the opportunity to do so. 
 
So I kind of remember that y'all are going home. You didn't have clothes. You ran out of clothes. 



 
We did— we had plenty. We just had to go find a hotel to stay in because we had to be checked 
out of our condo.  
 
Okay. But what a great reason to kind of be displaced. That's a great reason to have to not be 
where you're supposed to be. If your son's chosen among those kids to get to speak God's 
Word and what great practice that is. And I'm really proud of him now, I guess he will be in the 
teen program at polishing the pulpit again this year?  
 
Camp—the PTP camp. 
 
And Collin is in what grade? 
 
He is fourth. He's he's ten, almost 11, so he'll get to go. He wanted to go up with him this year. 
So he's going to do that with him. Maddox will do the speech class again. So he enjoys it.  
 
Do you mean that Collin will be in the camp? Oh wow. Oh I didn't know they let them do that.  
 
Because he's almost 11. 
 
So, okay, well, he's going to be in the same grade as Colleyanna, but she's going to stay back in 
the classes for a little while, so she'll get to do—The camp doesn't do Bible bowl do they?  
 
No, they do not. They don't do that at Branson.  
 
Oh, they don't have bible bowl at Branson? Okay. Well, Colleyanna is getting ready for Bible 
bowl. And it is on the Elijah in the prophets of Baal. And so they're getting ready. Get ready for 
Bible Bowl. But this will be Ezra's first year in the camp, actually at Sevierville when they go 
there. So he's really excited about that. And on Monday at Branson this coming Monday, a week 
from today, Glenn and I are supposed to go in the kids, or at least I am. I'm not sure if Glenn is 
in the kids part and do some sort of Bible story for them. So I'm taking some robes and a scroll 
and a crown and and I do something from Esther. I'm not sure what I'm going to do, but I'm 
excited about the kids program. If you've not been to polishing the pulpit, this is your little, this is 
a little advertising for polishing the pulpit. What would you what's your favorite thing about it? 
 
I don't know, just everything. Just being with that many Christians and and just seeing the kids 
have, you know, just make friends. And there's just so much you just need to come to see.  
 
If you’ve never been, you need to go. It starts in Branson and starts Wednesday, this 
Wednesday in Branson and then in Sevierville—You still have time to make a reservation there. 
It's the third week in August in Sevierville and in Branson I think there will be between 2 and 
3000 Christians, I believe, and in Sevierville they'll probably be between 5 and 6000 Christians. 
And it is the most. I love lots of lectureships that we get to do, but this is my favorite one 
because I think it's because it's so encouraging when there are many people who are willing to 



travel and spend money and take a time to— It's sort of I feel almost like the Jews are marching 
to Zion, you know, because it is it is so wonderful to be with people who are so heaven focused. 
And there's something for everybody. When I first started going to polishing the pulpit, there 
were 12 women and I was the one who got to speak to them. What a blessing. 
 
But now there are more than 1200 women, way more than 1200 women. There are thousands 
of women there, and there are many who get to speak. When that first year, Hannah was the 
children's program, the whole children's program, she was 14 and she took care of the children 
and taught them a little class while we were in class and now there’s hundreds of children, an 
amazing Bible school and Bible bowl and carnival at the end of the week that they really enjoy 
at Sevierville, anyway, And there's classes for elders wives and classes for preachers, and 
classes for missionaries, and classes for deacons and classes for single people, and classes 
about marriage and classes for people who are struggling with depression. Or there's just 
anything that you need spiritually is there. And then there are people who many people who are 
willing to follow up through the year and check and see how are you doing, how are, you know, 
how is this going, how is this program going? And it's something that I would, would truly 
recommend for anybody who's on the fence or if you've never even heard of it and you're not on 
the fence, if I can help you. It's cindycolley@gmail.com. I'd love to answer any questions, but we 
would love to have you at polishing the pulpit. Anything else Sha? 
 
Don't forget the singing at Polishing the pulpit. The singing is wonderful.  
 
I'm glad she said that. Don't forget the singing. You know, they're singing a lot. There's atrium 
singing where we come together in some huge lobby and sing. But then there's also singing 
every night before the lesson begins. There's about a 30 to 40 minute period of singing that is— 
it'll take your breath away. You will feel like you are in the vestibule of heaven when you get to 
that singing. So I'm glad she brought that up. Sha, thank you for being here.  
 
Oh, thank you for having me.  
 
This was fun. We have sliders in the oven that Sha brought all the way from Louisiana. So we're 
going to go get those sliders out and have lunch. And we will see some of you at polishing the 
pulpit. Have a great day.  
 
Bye bye.  


