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Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar and the Most High

Good morning. | hope that you're having a good day. | hope you're able to spend some time

today digging in the Word of God. We are going to be in Daniel 4 today. We're in month 11 and
we're talking about the Most High God as we progress through this chapter that deals with the
holiness of God. And | want us to look at the uses of the Most High God in the book of Daniel.

So a little bit of history, a little shortly after 600 BC. Well before shortly before 600 BC, we see
the people of God taken into captivity in Babylon, and Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego being among the choice youths that were taken into captivity, were being trained to
be, I'm going to say special pages to the King in the palace there.

And you remember in Daniel chapter one, Daniel refusing the king's portion, and he and his
fellows becoming the healthiest, because they obeyed God and ate the food that was, legal for
in God's economy for them to be eating. And then in Daniel chapter two, we found Daniel
interpreting Nebuchadnezzar's dream. You'll remember in chapter three we have Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego.

And you remember Nebuchadnezzar was very puffed up. He thought that he was God in a
sense, and he had this big gold statue built and commanded that all the people bowed down to
the statue. And you're familiar with the story, the account of how Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego refused to bow, and thus they were thrown into the fiery furnace.

And one who looked as if he was the Son of God appeared with them in the fiery furnace. They
were not burned or singed in any way, although the people who threw them in were burned up.
So God is delivering. We see this, that God is the Most High. The verse of interest today,
though, is taken from Daniel chapter four and verse 34, and Nebuchadnezzar was extremely
puffed up.

Let's read about his pride in Daniel chapter four, and let's look at verse 28. All this came upon
the king Nebuchadnezzar at the end of 12 months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of
Babylon. And the king spoke and said, is this not the great Babylon that | have built for the
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honor of my majesty?

And then verse 31, God is going to humble Nebuchadnezzar in this amazing way. While the
word was still in the king's mouth, their fellow voice from heaven saying, oh, King
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken, the kingdom is departed from you, and they will drive you
for men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you to eat
grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the most there it is, the
most high rules in the kingdoms of men, and gives those kingdoms to whoever he will.



In the same hour the thing was fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar, and he was driven from men,
and ate grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown
like eagle's feathers. And so at the end of the days, |, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up my eyes to
heaven. In my understanding, here it is again.

My understanding returned to me, and | blessed the Most High, most high elyon.

Superior above all, most holy, the Most High. Nebuchadnezzar blessed the Most High and
praised and honored him that lives forever. Whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom is from generation to generation. He began by saying, look at this kingdom that | have
built for the might of my power and for the honor of my majesty. And he ended by saying, | bless
the Most High, praised and honored him that lives forever.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation. So
we have Nebuchadnezzar's transformation there toward the end of his reign, toward the end of
his life. And he did reign. He died in 562 BC at the age of about 84, reigning for 43 years now.
Belshazzar of chapter five, | believe, was the grandson of this Nebuchadnezzar, and much time
passed.

Several several years passed between chapter four of Daniel and chapter five. And so then we
have Belshazzar, the king, making a great feast. And you'll remember this instance in Daniel
chapter five is going to be the one where the handwriting comes on the wall and humbles
Belshazzar. Apparently, Belshazzar didn't learn very much from his ancestor Nebuchadnezzar,
and certainly he knew what had happened to humble Nebuchadnezzar in his becoming like a
beast of the field.

But we have Belshazzar introduced in Daniel chapter five. So in Daniel chapter five, I'm going to
go ahead and say that he is the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, because we there has been a
scroll that has been found, and it's called the Nabonidus Cylinder. And as we look at that.

| want us to just pause here, just for a minute as we look at that cylinder. And you can easily
Google this on Wikipedia. But the cylinders of Nabonidus are these cuneiform inscriptions, and
they are confirmed to be from the king Nabonidus of Babylonia in somewhere around 556 to
539 B.C.. So remember we said that, Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C. so we're moving a
couple of decades here to find these cylinders of Nabonidus.

Now, Nabonidus is going to be the king in between Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. So he
happens between chapters four and five of Daniel. And these cylinders came from Ur, and they
have been translated. And there is a lot of material on the cylinder. But here's one thing that it
says about Belshazzar, who is mentioned, who is chronicled in chapter five of Daniel.

As for me, this is on the cylinder. As for me, Nabonidus, king of Babylon, save me from sinning
against your great God head. Now he's really talking to idols here and grant me as a present a



life long of days. And as for Belshazzar, the oldest son. My offspring. Wow! There we have it.
We have Nabonidus in between Daniel chapter four and five.

And I'm not really sure he was the only king in between 4 and 5, because | think there was in
secular history there was a coup there and a slain king. But anyway, we have Nabonidus here
on this cylinder, who says he is the king of Babylon, and he says, Belshazzar, that we're going
to read about it in chapter five is his oldest son, his offspring.

And so he says, I'll read it again. As for me, Nabonidus, king of Babylon, save me from sinning
against your great godhead, and grant me as a present a life long of days. And as for
Belshazzar, the oldest son, my offspring instill reverence for your great god head in his heart,
and may he not commit any cultic mistake.

May he be sated with a life of plenitude. Well, we know that that prayer to the gods wasn't
answered because Belshazzar is in real trouble in Daniel chapter five. | just find it extremely
faith building and interesting that we have this cylinder, and it's an extensive amount of writing
on this sippar cylinder, the Nabonidus Cylinder of Sippar. And we read a lot of information about
what was going on in the Babylonian Empire from this cylinder.

So we have this cylinder from secular history, not inspired of God, but very credible happening
in between Daniel chapter four and Daniel chapter five, where we are going to see something
else about the Most High God. Let's remember that we read about the Most High God and His
power before Nebuchadnezzar was humbled. And then we hear Nebuchadnezzar referring to
him as the Most High God.

So Nebuchadnezzar, I'm going to say, learned his lesson in Daniel chapter four. Now, I'm not
sure that he forever held on to this humbled attitude before God, but he learned a lesson in
Daniel chapter four, and he called our Jehovah God the Most High God. So then we skip
Nabonidus, his reign that we read about on the cylinder.

And then we go to chapter five, the reign of Belshazzar. And as we look at Daniel five, this is the
what we call the handwriting on the wall. And didn't Belshazzar need to be humbled by the time

we get to him in Daniel chapter five? And he had completely, apparently forgotten the humbling

of his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, and he had turned a proud face against the God of heaven,
Jehovah.

So Belshazzar made a great feast, chapter five, verse 1 to 1000 of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand. And while he tasted the wine, he commanded to bring the golden and
silver vessels. Now where’d these vessels come from which his father, his grandfather. Really,
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem, that the king and his
princes, his wives and his concubines might drink there in.

They are having this party, and they are drinking and reveling, using the vessels that came from
the temple. And as we know, God is going to call a quick halt to that party and really a quick halt



to the kingdom of Belshazzar in chapter five. So let's look at 5:18, where we have the first
instance of the Most High God.

Oh, you King, the Most High God. This is Daniel answering before the king, and he's really he
minces no words. He's such a bold prophet. He says, let your gifts be to yourself and give your
rewards to another. Yet I'm going to read the writing into the king and make known the
interpretation. So his hand has written on the wall miraculously, and he says, O thou King, the
Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, and glory and honor.

God gave Nebuchadnezzar these things, and for the majesty that | gave him, all of the people,
all the nations, all the languages trembled and feared before him. Yeah. Remember the statue.
Remember the people trembling and falling down before it? And whom he would, whoever he
wanted to, he killed and whomever he wanted to, he kept alive. And he would set up whoever
he wanted to, and he would put down whoever he wanted to.

But when his heart was lifted up, God's reviewing with the grandson what happened to the
grandfather here? But when his heart was lifted up and his mind was hardened in pride, he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him, and he was driven from the
sons of men. And his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild
donkeys.

They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he knew.
He knew—get the phrase here— that the Most High God ruled in the kingdoms of men, and that
he appointed over it whoever he would. So Nebuchadnezzar at the end of the beast heart that
he was given, and the growing of the claws, and the living in the field, and being wet with the
dew, he knew that the Most High ruled in the kingdoms of men.

And then he says, and you, his son, really his grandson. Oh, Belshazzar, have not humbled
your heart, though you knew all this. Here we have it. Belshazzar knew what happened to
Nebuchadnezzar and still didn't humble his heart before God, but lifted up yourself against the
Lord of heaven, and you brought the vessels of his house before you. Oh, they're still there,
using those vessels that Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple when he brought the Jews
captive.

You brought the vessels of your house before you, and you and your lords, and your wives and
your concubines drunk, have drunk wine in them, and you praise the gods of silver and gold and
brass and iron and wood and stone, which see not can't hear, they can't know. And the God,
and whose hand your breath is, and whose are all your ways. You did not glorify.

So then was the part of the hand sent from him, and this writing was written. And then we have
the Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin. And this is the interpretation. God has numbered your
kingdom, and he is finished it. You're weighed in the balances and found wanting. Your kingdom
is divided and given to the Medes and the Persian.



Then commanded Belshazzar. And they clothed Daniel with purple, and put a chain about his
neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.
Wow! So in 5:18 we have the grandson Belshazzar was writing on the wall, and | want to read
that verse again. Oh, thou King, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar his kingdom.

There it is, the Most High God —elyon. And then we have in 5:20 when they are reviewing the
grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, he’s saying, you learned nothing from him. But when his heart
was lifted up and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed, and they took his glory from him.
But you didn't learn. And then we see that God rules in the kingdoms of men.

The next verse, he was driven from the sons of men. His heart was made like the beast, his
dwelling was with the wild donkeys wet with the dew, till he knew that the Most High God ruled
in the kingdoms of men. God rules in the kingdoms of men. And in this context, we're going to
come to Daniel chapter seven, and we are going to see the kingdom, the eternal kingdom of the
Most High God.

And | love that the Holy Spirit gave us these chronicles of of these most powerful kings in the
world, the kings that were taking all the territories around them, Nebuchadnezzar and
Belshazzar. And he shows us how he humbled them. They were lifted up with pride. And then
he says, but | have a real kingdom for you. | have a better kingdom for you.

| have an eternal kingdom. And so next dig-a-bit, we'll look at the Most High God in Daniel
chapter seven, and we will revel in the fact, bask in the fact that we get to be in the everlasting
kingdom of the Most High God, and we get to subject ourselves to him and know that we are—
We're not in the kingdom of men.

We are in the Kingdom of the Most High God, and nothing's going to shake that kingdom. We'll
be in Daniel seven next time. Have a great day!



