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Psalm 78: Rejecting the Most High

Good morning. | hope that you're having a good day. We are in the God of More and now we
are in month 11. And we are talking about the Most High today. And | would like for you to turn
in your Bibles to Psalm 78, if you had them with you. We're talking about the God of more
holiness.

And as we look at the term Most High, | want us to just— we've noticed, many places where it
is, but I want us to look in the Book of Psalms for just a little bit. And there the Hebrew word for
Most High is elyon, and it really refers to an elevation, something that's lofty by comparison to
other things, the supreme

And when we put the word most with the word high, which is elyon, that means it is the most
supreme, the most high, the most superior, the most holy. And so when we look at Most High,
we are talking about one of the names of God that we should grow to love and to revere. As we
talk about it, I'd like for us to look for just a minute at Psalm chapter 78.

The context here is a historical account of the way the children of Israel had reacted to God's
greatness, to his goodness in leading them, and in securing the land for them. As we look at
Psalm 78, it says, give ear, O my people, to my law. Incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
| will open my mouth in a parable.

| will utter dark sayings of old. And this is attributed, of course, to the Holy Spirit through the
musician Asaph, which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us, we will not hide
them from their children, showing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord and his
strength, and his wonderful works that he has done.

He's building up to the term Most High here. For he established a testimony, and Jacob and he
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers, that they should make them known
to their children, that that the generation to come might know them, even the children which
should be born. Who should arise and declare them to their children, that they might set their
hope in God and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments.

| love the way that he's talking about generational reverence for God, generational
set-apartness, generational holiness for God. And so he says that these children might not be,
as their fathers, stubborn and rebellious, a generation that didn't set their heart right and whose
spirit wasn’t steadfast with God, the children of Ephraim. Now this is talking about the northern
kingdom of Israel, the children of Ephraim being armed and carrying bows turned back in the
day of battle.



They didn't keep the covenant of God, and they refused to walk in his law. And we studied some
about that in month ten. And they forgot his works and his wonders that he had showed them.
Now let's key in on the most high phrase here: marvelous things he did in the sight of their
fathers in the land of Egypt.

When did he do that? Yeah, those plagues in that deliverance from Egypt. He brought them out,
parting the Red sea in the field of Zoan. He divided the sea and he caused them to pass
through. And he made the waters to stand up like a heap in the daytime. Also he led them with a
cloud, and all the night he led them with a light of fire.

He opened up or ripped apart the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink, as out of the
great depths he brought streams also out of the rock and caused waters to run down like rivers.
And now we have the word, and they sinned yet more against him by provoking the Most High
in the wilderness.

Psalm 78 is a chronicling of the supreme holiness of our God, and the greatness and the
awesome power of our God. And yet, even in the midst of that, when they're seeing it, they don't
recognize him as the Most High, but turn against him and provoke him. Verse 17, and we're
going to come to the Most High again when we get over to verse 35, and he goes on to
chronicle the things that happened to them in the wilderness about the Moses when he smote
the rock and, rather than speaking to the rock.

He’s talking about God commanding the clouds from heaven and the manna coming down. And
man eating angels food. He's talking about how that he rained quail on them as dust. Verse 27.
And feathered fowls like as the sand of the sea. And he let it fall right in the middle of their
camp.

Verse 28. Round about their houses. So they did eat, verse 29, and they were filled— well filled,
for he gave them their own desires. But verse 30, they were not estranged from their lust, but
while their meat was yet in their mouths, the wrath of God came on them, and slew the fattest of
them, and smote down the chosen men of Israel.

For in all of this verse 32, they sinned still, and believed not his wondrous works. So, therefore
their days did he consume in vanity, and their years in terror when he slew them. Then they
sought him, and they returned and they inquired early after God and they remembered, here
we go, that God was the rock, and that he was the Most High, their Redeemer.

But verse 36, they flattered him with their mouth, and they lied to him with their tongues.
Chapter 78 of Psalms is a very sad history of a people that saw great things from the Most High,
the Redeemer, and yet they provoked him. We have it yet again in Psalm 78. In verse 56.

We have them being led in the wilderness. Verse 52, after the smiting of the firstborn in Egypt,
verse 51, verse 55, he cast out the heathen nations, also before them, and divided them an



inheritance by line, and made the tribes of Israel to dwell in their tents. This is the great
conquering of Canaan led under Joshua.

Yet they tempted and provoked the Most High God. And they didn't keep his testimonies. But
they turned back, and they dealt unfaithfully like their fathers. They were turned aside like a
deceitful bow. They provoked him to wrath with their high places and moved him to jealousy with
their graven images. And when God heard this, he was angry, and he greatly abhorred Israel, so
that he forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent that he had placed among men, and delivered
his strength into captivity, and his glory into the enemy's hand.

The Most High God. At least if you're in the new King James Version. And some of this
commentary I've been reading is in the King James Version, that is three times in the 78th
Psalm. And then it ends with the analogy of a shepherd taking David, his servant, taking him
from the sheepfold, from following the ewes great with young.

He brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. So we're passing— We
pass from Egypt to the conquering of the Promised Land through, under Joshua and the
dividing up of the tribes in the new land. And now we're coming to the kings. He took David, his
servant, took him from the sheep folds from following the ewes great with young.

He brought him to feed Jacob his people in Israel his inheritance. So he fed them according to
the integrity of his heart, and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands. We see the great
power and compassion of the Most High elyon the most elevated, the most holy, the most set
apart. And yet the nations around them were led by mere men, and they worshiped gods of
wood and stone.

And the people of Jacob here, the people of Israel had so much infinitely more. They had the
most High, delivering them with miracles that were undeniable over and over again. And yet

over and over they provoked the Most High. They looked, they followed as this passage says
their own lusts. | just want us to be careful today because we have the most of the most high.

We have the account now of the Most High coming in the flesh to dwell among men, and giving
his life at Calvary so that we may— And being raised from the dead, we have that history. We
have to be careful that we don't reject the Most High. Even in his most supreme, it calls the God
of Psalm 78, the Redeemer.

But oh, we really have the Redeemer in fullness now, as he has been killed at Calvary, and then
risen from the dead. Seen by 500 at one time, and ascended back in the sight of man to the
right hand of God. We have that. And yet sometimes when we present the Most High to the
people around us, they reject him in favor of the lowly filth, the lust of the flesh around us.

Psalm 78 is a reminder to us that God has called not David from among the ewes, but The
Good Shepherd (John 10). He is called the good shepherd to lead us, to guide us, to redeem



us, and the great Redeemer (verse 72— we can compare it to verse 72). He has fed us
according to the integrity of his heart, which is complete and perfect integrity.

And he guides us by the skillfulness of his hands through this precious word that we dig deep
into. Let us not be like Israel and reject the Most High God. All right, | hope you have a good
day.



