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Jehoshaphat Learned Lessons

All right. This is Digabit number three for chapter ten. The God of more. We are in the month of
June, and our time in the God of more is limited now. And it kind of makes me sad because I've
really loved, especially these last two chapters about the God of more deliverance and really
know that I'm taking some little rabbit trails here, but I think it's good for us when we think about
how that God is handling his people delivering. When deliverance is in the plan for the
Redeemer to come and give us the great deliverance, and he's allowing his people at least
partially, to be defeated as well in his plan for their punishment and their eventual repentance
that he's begging them for.

So in chapter 19 of Second Chronicles, we're getting to the end of that Chronicles reading, and

Jehoshaphat has just been spared in a huge battle against the Syrians. And | want you to think

about the things that he's witnessed. He's witnessed 400 false prophets who were given a lying,
seducing spirit. He has watched them confidently tell the lie to King Ahab that go up and you're

going to conquer these Syrians.

And then he watched that lone, faithful prophet Micaiah come in and to the great chagrin of King
Ahab, tell the truth, he said, I'm going to tell you the truth now. First sarcastically, he said, oh
yeah, go on up and conquer. But Ahab knew that he was being sarcastic because he said, okay,
go ahead and give me the truth from God.

I know that you're going to, so go ahead and give it to me. And so Micaiah told him, you are
going to be defeated by the Syrians. And you remember that Ahab and Jehoshaphat swapped
clothes, and Jehoshaphat is the one who looked like the king. And Ahab just looked like a
regular warrior. But that didn't matter to the God of deliverance.

He's going to have it his way. And Ahab is the one who was killed. And Jehoshaphat then our
better king, goes back home to Jerusalem in chapter 19, begins with him being in Jerusalem.
And there's just about three statements that | want us to notice from chapter 19, because at
least Jehoshaphat did learn a couple of lessons in this process.

Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, returned to his house in peace to Jerusalem, and Jehu, the son
of Hanani the seer, went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, should you really help
the ungodly and love those that the Lord hates? Therefore is wrath upon you from before the
Lord. This is a hard lesson for Jehoshaphat.

He has been in league with Ahab, who gave great sacrifices and gifts upon his entry into the
kingdom at Samaria. And he, he made a league with Ahab to go into this battle with the Syrians



without really first consulting God. He was flattered. He was gifted. He was really sort of, it was
a borderline bribe there. And he said, whatever you want to do, I'm doing it with you.

I'm right here with you, King Ahab. He gave his consent to one who was doing evil. Was our
passage about that from the New Testament? | know your wheels are already turning, but when
you go to the bottom of Romans one, it's not just those. It's not just the evil doers that are
condemned there, but it is those who consent with them.

Let's look over there real quickly. Romans chapter one, bottom of the chapter. And this is not our
first rodeo with Romans chapter one. We've talked about this verse lots of times before, and it
has lots of broad, general applications to our morality. In the year of 2026, it says here, there are
people there that the Romans knew who were—didn't like to retain God in their knowledge.

Was that Ahab? Yeah, that was Ahab and his army as they went up to fight the Syrians. They
just weren't going to listen to God. They had become too vain in their own, like our last digabit
said, in their own philosophies and their vain deceit. And God gave them over to a reprobate
mind to do those things which are not fitting, being filled with all unrighteousness.

And then he lists the sins fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whispers, back biters, haters of God, the spiteful, proud,
hateful to God, insolent, haughty, boastful inventors of evil things, and disobedient to parents
without understanding. Covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful,
who, knowing the judgment of God that they who commit such things are worthy of death.

Is there a period there? No, those who commit such things are worthy of death, but not only
those who do these things, but those who consent with those that do them. That was the
problem. And that was what Jehu the so many times we see Jehu being wise and this is one of
those times Jehu the seer went out to meet him and said to the king Jehoshaphat, should you
really help the ungodly and love those who hate the Lord?

Therefore there's wrath upon you from before the Lord. Nevertheless, he said, there are good
things found in you, and that you took away the groves out of the land, and you prepared your
heart to seek God. And so Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem, and he went out again through the
people from Beersheba to Mount Ephraim, and brought them back to the Lord, the God of their
fathers.

And he set judges in the land throughout all the cities of Judah, city by city. Now listen about the
judges. Here's what he told the judges. It looks like he learned a lot while he was down in
Samaria. He said to the judges, take heed what you do. Sounds like the words of Micaiah at the
very end, you better take heed.

Take heed what you do for you judge not for man, but your judging for the Lord who is with you
in the judgment. So wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be on you. Take heed. He says, take



heed twice here. Take heed and do it. For there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor is there
respect of persons, nor is there taking of gifts.

Oh. He's learned something. Remember those gifts when he went down to see Ahab? Now he's
on the other side of that coin. There is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor is there respect of
persons, nor is there taking of gifts. It does not matter what you're offered. You better say what
the Lord is telling you to say, because he's the one who is the final judge.

And then | love the very last statement of the chapter—deal courageously. Do you think that
Jehoshaphat had caved? Do you think that he had surrendered some of that boldness that he
should have had? And then he watched Micaiah and thought, I'm not on the right side of this
deal courageously, and the Lord shall be with the good.

Just write that down and put it on your refrigerator, put it on your mirror, put it somewhere. Deal
courageously, and the Lord will be with the good. | hope you have a great day.



